













































































Lost crewmen
‘cream of crop’

By LINDA HALL

TODAY StaH Writer

The Atr Force's most selective deiachment 1081
some of ils best men when a CH-3 helicopter
crashed in the Atlantie Satufday, the uhit's com-
manding officer said Thursday,

Losing any member of the Aerospacé Rescue
and Recovery Service would be tough, commander
Lt. Col.-Dayid Hamann said, but “to lose yeur best

. it hurt.’!

Tech. Sgt. Ronald R, Marntinez, Staff Sgt. Mark
R, Judy and Airman lst Class James A, Ferreira
were among the [ive men presumed dead alter the
CH:3 “Jolly Green Giant” crash. They were the
“eream of the crop,” Hamamn said.

The other two missing crewmwn, Capt. dan F.
Fuchs and Capt, David K. Schdefiner, also were
dedicated men, given to saving lives as part of the
Eastern Test Range safety office, their commander
said.

A massive search for the men was called off
Wednesday night by Air Force and Coast Guard
oificials. _

A memorial service for the men is set for i
a.m, today at Chapel 1, Patrick Air Force Base;

The five members of the eight-man crew were
lost 4t sea when the helicopter plunged into the
Atlantic 60 miles east of Cape Canaveral. The crew
and the USS Frank Cable, which picked up three
suryvivors. were parilcipating in Lhe USS Georgia's
Trident missile launch, !

Pilot Ist L. James O'Heam. 30, of Wisconsin;
wo-pilot, 1st Lt Scott Schafer, 24, of Chicago; and
Capt. William F:ugerahi 34, of New Hampshire,

survived,

The three survivors cannof diséuss the drash
until the Alrcraft Safety Investigaton Board has
completed interviews, Lt, Col. Jitm Moore said.

The board, which must Nle a report within 30
days, asks eivilians aboard the Cable with pictures
or fibm of the-aecident 1o call Moore al 494-5933.

The rescue squadron’s mission “‘brings us all
very close topether,”” Hamann said, so Martinez,
Judy and Ferreira are “sofely missed.”

Martinez, 32, @ flight engineer from Bear, Del,,
was responsible for giving the helicopter its final
check before take off, Hamann said. His job, which
also included responsibility for passengérs and
equipment, required strict serutiny ‘of detail, and
Martinez “was the epitome of that."

“He loved his job and just wanted to excel in
that,”" Hamann said. Martinez, with the detachment
for three years, was “very, very meticulous."

Martinez trained flight engineers and was the
type of man who enabled the squad 1o accumulate
maore [han 20,000 hours of accident-free flying,

Like Martnez, the two pararescue specialists,
Judy and Ferreira, wete dedicated to excellence,
Hamann said

As "PJs" they weie the maroon berets of the
“elire enlisted corps in the Air Force,” Hamann
said. Selected for intelligence and physical capabili-
ty, the men are trained in scuba diving, mountain
climbing, parajumping and emergency medicine.

“The tougher it (a rescue mission) got, the
more they wantad it," Hamann said.

Judy, 28, of Toledo, Ohio, *“was a leader
amongst his troops,” Hamann said, “"He was deeply
loved. He was'a warm person; a humorous person.’

“He had several life Savings accredited 1o him
and that meant everything in the world to him,”
Judy's wife, Debbie said,

“I just want him to come home,"' she said.

"The only thing keeping me going is he used o
say if he died tomorrow he had no regrets, he lived
his life to the fullest. He loved the water and that
was his final resting place.”

Although Ferreira, 25, of Fall River, Mass., was
young, Hamann already saw the makings of another
Judy 1n him. He had a "heart of gold,”” Hamann
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said, * wﬁan you asked soméone to
| yolunteer, his hand was the first
opeup.t”

' Ferreira had voluntaered to
work with the Pamck Civil Air

| Patrul a volunteer air rescue
team: He had “constantly set a
shining example of physical f1 fitness
and duty, honor and courage to all
ynits,” team commander 1st Lt
Don Altpeter said. "He was mare

' than a terrific guy."

- “'We have all felt the loss of

was alsp a tigﬁbknil group, Capt.
| James Ballengee said.

‘ “Everybody’s emotionally in-
volved, It's a hard time ﬁght
now.“ Ballengee said.

Fuchs was training Schaeffner

| on his first Trident missile launch,
Ballengee said.

The service was Fuchs' lifé

‘ ¢o'worker Otto Hannemann said.

‘"He was very proud that he was

-an Air Force officer.”

But aiter falling in loveion a
blind date arranged by his mother,

Airman. Femﬁra some more than
others. But those he touched with
his courage, expertise and interest
will not soon forget this very spe-
cial man."

"Iihemggne.astheklr'
Force now presumes, he died as
he lived — doing his duty and
living up to the Aerospace: Rascue
and Recovery Service's motto, ‘50
othems may live.!

The Eastern Test Range safe-
ty office — where Fuchs, 29, of
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Schaeffner,
32, of Findley, Minn., worked —

Fuchs was turning his attention (o
his June marriage to Sandy Cohen
of Titusville, Hannemann said.

“When he was in the office we
would say ‘Why den’t you just go
out and gat elnped he was such a
pain in
said.

'Schaeffner, who had only been
\.u&h Lheofﬁcesnrmnnths was a
petsonable man Just couldn’t
help but like,'" said.

“Dave would risk his life to
save someone else’s,” Ballengee

ﬂi;i. “He demanded a lot of him-

s "



Two cited in

By LINDA HALL

TODAY Staft Wriler
Two Eastérn Space and
Missile Center safety officials
have been relieved of their
duties for not stopping an April
7 submnarine-based Trident mis-
sile launch when they did not

| contact a downed helicopter,

Alr Foree officials said Satur-
day following the release of a
report on the tragedy.

But the 250-page document,
the final Air Force report on
the accident, did pot state what
caused the crash that claimed
the lives of five servicemen off
the Brevard coast. Air Force
officials refused to say what
they believe happened.

One of the three survivors
said he thoupht mechanical
problems. weré responsible for
the disaster, according toe the
report.

Both the range safety offi-
cer, Capt. James E. Ballengee,

and 'the surveillance control

officer, Otto P, Hanneman,
were relieved from their safety
dugies after the crash, Parrick
Air Force Base spokesman Lt
Col, James Moore said,

Ballengee said Saturday he
followed standard guidelines by
trying to conlact the helicopter
and (hen referred the problem
1o the supporl vessel, the USS
Frank Cable. He added that
being relieved of duty Is stan-
dard procedure after a crash,

Hanneman said the report
was wrong, adding that he did
make contact the helicopter.

The Air Force helicopter
dropped from an altitude of 200
feet inlo the ocean in five sec-
onds while trying to dentify the
USS Georgia submarine, which
was, about o launch the mis-
sile, the report said.

The Air Force collateral
board report details the final
moments of the 2:02 a.m. CH-3
“Folly Green Giant™ helicapter
crash in interviews with the
three: survivors and Eastern
Space and Misgile Center offis
cials responsible for safety,

The Air Foree safety. offi-
cers failed to attempt to con-
tact the aircraft minutes before
the'launch as réquired by regu-
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Jolly Green Giant copter few months before crash

Rescue delay surprised pilot

By BRYAN MINGLE

TODAY Staff Writer

The Air Force pilol who escaped the
wreckage of the April 7 helicopter erash off
the eoast of Cape Canaveral said it “seemed
like hours™ before rescue efforts began.

In a newly released Air Force report
investigating the crash, pilot James O'Heam
gaid he and
scrambled [rom the upside-down suryeillance

craft believed a nearby Navy submarine

would not proceed with its scheduled 2:20-a,m.
Trident missile launch.

two other survivers 'who

When the missile was indeed ejected from
the LSS Georgia some 400 feet away, “We fell
like we were riding i1, It was very uncomiort
able because we were thinking, *Ged, 1 hope
they don’t detonate this thing.”

The survivors, in testimony given o Air
Force investigators, said the launch gave
them a terrible feeling because it signaled the
fact no one had started looking for them or
their five buddies, who were nowhere in sight
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