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Nelson pushing for details on 
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helicopter crash 
William Fitzgerald — were res-
cued. 

Capt. Jan F. Fuchs, Capt. 
David K. Schaeitner, Tech. Sgt. 
Ronald R. Martinez, Stuff Sgt. 
Mark R. Judy and Airman 1st 
Class James A. Ferreira appar-
ently were trapped inside the 
helicopter and are presumed 

dead, according to Air Force 
elf icia Is. 

The Air Force believes the 
helicopter sank in the swift-mov-
ing Gulf Stream, which is more 
than 2,00u feet deep. 

After consulting salvage ex- 

Civilians on board the USS 
Frank Cable, a Navy ship sta-
tioned near the submarine when 
the Trident was launched, "saw 
the copier crash and wondered 
why they (the Navy) did not go 
immediately to the rescue," Nel-
son said. 

A couple of the witnesses 
have been interviewed by the 
board, Moore said. 

The Air Force said the Itch-
' copier crashed at 2:05 a.m., but 

the rescue attempt did not begin 
until after the missile launch, 

See CRASH, 38 

....—.— 

By LINDA HALL 
TODAY Slott Writer 

U.S. Rep. Bill Nelson said 
Wednesday he is pressuring the 
Air Force's Aircraft Safety In-
vestigation Board to release in-
formation concerning a nulitary 
helicopter crash off Brevard's 
coast that killed five servicemen. 

"I am leaning on this board 
to come forth as quick as possi-
ble," the Melbourne Democrat 
said, explaining that his office 
bus been deluged with calls from 
citizens concerned about the lack 
of information being released 

pens, Air Force officials said 

Wednesday it is doubtful the 
13,255-pound helicopter will be 
recovered. 

"It is very unlikely that We 
could even locate it," said Air 
Force Lt. Cul. James Moore. 
Still, officials have not made a 
final decision on a salvage at-
tempt, he said. 

Since the crash, military offi-
cials and the public have raised 
many questions about the cause 
of the accident and subsequent 
rescue attempts. 

• about the April 7 crash. 

The board was convened 
hours after the II •3 "Jolly 
Green Giant" helicopter plunged 
into the Atlantic sonic 60 miles 
off the coast of Brevard. 

The helicopter, stationed at 
Patrick Air Force Base, was part 
of the support team assigned to 
assist in the launch of a Trident 
missile from the submarine, the 
USS Georgia. 

Three of the helicopter's 
crew — tat Lt. James Oltearn, 
41 U. Scutt Schafer and Capt. 

CRASH, From I B 

about 20 minutes later. 

Ahhough the hehcopt-
et'. which floated upside 

down for about three 
hours, was attached to the 
ship by a cable, no divers 
were dispatched to search 
ii for survivors, officials 
said. 

The cable which held 
the helicopter eventually  

hi uke. 

The investigative 
board's main mission ma to 
determine the cause of the 
crash, Moore said. But it 
also is addressing ques-
tions on the delay of the 
rescue ()pet atioll, why no 
search was made of the 
helicopter and how the ca-
ble broke. 

The board has pre-
vented the three survivors  

from talking to anyone 
about die UCcident, has all 
the radio transcripts from 
the helicopter and all the 
reports of the five-day res-
cue attempt. 

The board probably 
will continue as investiga-
tion through next week, 
Moore said. The board has 
30 days from the time ii is 
convened to make its re-
port to the Air Force. 

This is a collection of stories about the 	Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 
appeared in the subject publications. 1 30 , .*:;:qt1 .,.•rtesy of ESMC/PAM. 
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66 Witnesses say Navy delayed 
copter crash rescue effort 
By Alex Beasley 

01- 111k SEN1INLI- SIAFF 

TITUSVILLE — It took a Navy 
ship monitoring the launch of a 
Trident missile at least IS min-
utes — perhaps longer — to 
respond to a series of flares fired 
by survivors of a helicopter crash, 
civilian guests aboard the ship 
told The Orlando Sentinel on 
Thursday. 

One said he was told by a 
crewman aboard the ship that one 
of the three survivors of the Air 
Force helicopter which crashed 
more than 15 minutes before the 
launch April 7 was rescued by a  

nearby Russian Intelligence ship. 
Air Force and Navy officials dis-
puted that statement. 

Air Force officials say a mili-
tary helicopter dropped a raft to 
the survivors before they were 
picked up by the USS Frank 
Cable. 

Russian monitoring of missile 
launches off the coast of Florida 
Is routinely tolerated by the U.S. 
military. 

Five crewmen died when the 
Patrick Air Force Base CH-3 heli-
copter crashed 60 miles off the 
coast of Cape Canaveral, but de-
spite a massive five-day search. 

Please see DELAY, A-ti 

Maybe the Navy felt 
the rocket was more 
important than 5 lives 

Ron Kool, Cocoa developor 

• This is a collection of stories about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 
appeared in the subject publications. Provided courtesy of ESMC/PAM. 
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eir bodies were not found. The 
use of the crash has not been 
termined. 
"The Navy ship should have 
, orted that missile, but they 
dn't. Maybe the Navy felt the 
cket was more important than 
.T lives," said Ron Kool, 53, 
.-ner and developer of Vanguard 
:tates in Cocoa. "I have no ques- 
m in my mind that they knew 
it copter went down (before the 
Dt). This is not war. We do not 

to shoot that rocket. It 
- n't word., it." 
001 was one of 250 business- 

▪ invited aboard the subma-
le tender Frank Cable to wit- 
▪ the 2:22 a.m missile launch 
im the nuclear submarine USS 
Arrgia. 
Several of the guests contacted 
the Sentinel gave these details 
the crash and rescue which Air 
'roe and Navy officials have not 
3closed: 
I Merritt Island attorney John 
gle, 42, and Cocoa CPA Walter 
crest, 45, saw a series of flares 
ed about 10 to IS minutes after 
a launch. Engle, a former Penta- 
n Naval intelligence officer, 
id about six flares were fired — - 

including three in succession — 
and each time a crewman on the 
shirreported them by radio to his 
superiors. 

Despite the flares and the re-
ports, Engle said, the ship contin-
ued to steam away and did not 
tun?,  around to investigate until 
about 25 minytes after the launch. 

• Another guest told Kool that 
he saw sev,ral flares fired into 
the-air shettly before the missile 
launch. 

• Some of the ship's crewmen 
told the gueits that divers aboard 
the ship had looked inside the 
doikned helicopter — which cap-
sized and floated for nearly three 
hours after the crash — and did 
not find the five crewmen. That 
Fontfadictsilhe official Air Force 
positioa -that the men apparently 
sank with the helicopter. Each 
witness contacted said beginning 
sometime after 3 a.m., they heard 
calls over the ship's public ad-
dress system for divers to report 
'to the deck. 

• About that time the Frank 
Cable launched a large whaleboat 
with at least five men aboard and 
brought it alongside the copter, 
sticking about 8 to 10 feet out of 
the water. A line, which eventual-
ly broke, had been attached to the 
copter from a large crane aboard 
the Frank Cable. 

• Kool, and several other Bre-
yard County businessmen said  

they witnessed a Russian ship 
crisscrossing the water and using 
a high-intensity search light to aid 
in the early morning rescue effort. 
Engle said a crewman told him 
the Russians "had been helping 
out all night." Navy and Air Force 
officials said the Soviet ship was 
using its search lights only to 
monitor the U.S. rescue efforts. 

Soviet Embassy spokesman 
Vladimir Mikoyan said from 
Washington Thursday that he did 
not have enough information on 
the incident to comment although 
he said Russian ships frequently 
help people in distress at sea_ 

I Witnesses told Engle that the 
copter made a rapid descent and 
turned on a large, underbelly 
searchlight before it disappeared. 

• The Air Force has reported 
that the Frank Cable was about 
2,000 yards from the copter when 
it went down. Witnesses said the 
distance was much less. 

Navy Lt. Cmdr. David Thomas, 
of the Submarine Atlantic Fleet 
based in Norfolk, Va., said Thurs-
day that he could not comment on 
the witnesses' reports. "When I 
can get an answer for you I will 
tell you."Because the seven-mem-
ber Aircraft Safety Investigation 
Board of the Air Force is looking 
into the incident the Navy cannot 
comment on details of the crash 
and rescue, he said. 

The Sentinel has learned from 

the Aerospace Rescue and Recov-
ery Service at Scott Air Force 
Base in Illinois that the crewmen 
were equipped with handheld 
flares and gyro jet guns capable of 
firing flares 1,500 feet into the air. 
They also were carrying radios ca-
pable of sending a signal over the 
international distress frequency. 

In addition, the radios can be 
set to transmit and receive over 
other frequencies within a "line-
of-sight," said Scott AFB spokes-
woman Michele Trull. She said 
the emergency equipment is in-
cluded in the life vest that each 
crewman wears while in flight. 

Air Force officials at Patrick 
have confirmed the three survi-
vors were wearing their life vests, 
but will not allow them to be In-
terviewed until the board com-
pletes its investigation. 

Engle, who served in the Penta-
gon as a Navy lieutenant from 
1966 to 1969, and now practices 
civil trial law, said, "I assume the 
Navy had orders to go ahead with 
the launch. I can understand a 
military mind putting that as a 
higher priority" than the crash. 

"What I can't understand is 
why they took so long (after the 
launch) to begin the search." 

Secrest added, "I often think to 
myself why did It take so long to 
do anything with the ship. It did 
seem to me to take a long time for 
them (Navy) to 7ealize an acci- 

dent had happened or to do, any 
thing about it." 

Air Force officials said they did 
not become aware of the crash 
until about 15 minutes after the 
launch when they were unable tc, 
reach the helicopter by radio. 

Rep. Bill Nelson, D-Melbourne 
said he has "tried to lean on therr 
(military officials) every w• I 
know how" to get more info. 
tion on the crash and rescue. 

He said the incident has pro 
duced "very legitimate question: 
that must be answered." 

Secrest said an enlisted ma: 
aboard the ship told Secrest 
spotted the helicopter go dow: 
before the launch, but did not sa.: 

 whether he reported that to hi 
superiors. It has alrezly been re 
ported that Chief Petty Office 
Timothy Herring saw the crest 
and notified his commanders. 

At a press conference after th• 
Frank Cable docked at Port Ca 
naveral, Herring told reporter 
the crash occurred before th 
launch. Up to that point, militar 
officials had been saying th 
crash happened after the launch. 

The board investigating th 
crash will have to make Its rulin 
without hearing more from He: 
ring; he died less than 24 hour 
later when his motorcycle wa 
struck by a car in Cocoa Beach. 



missile was launched, Kool said. 	 Fuchs, Capt. David K. Schaeffner, Tech. 
Another businessman aboard the ship Sgt. Itiniald U. Martinez, Staff Sgt. Mark 

was accountant Willmutn St-crest of Cocoa. H. Judy and Airman 1st Class James A. 
Secrest said another crewman said he saw • Ferreira. 

The brother and sister-in-law of Mark the helicopter plunge into the ocean. 

"One of the Navy personnel said he Judy, who live in Judy's hometown of 
go down and saw the spli,vsh," Toledo, Ohio, said the Air Force has "not 

contacted us at all 

"At this point, all we want are the 
facts," Maureen Judy said. "It looks real 
fishy, but who are we to say? We just keep 

thinking how much Mark loved the mili-
tary and we have to trust them the way he 
did." 

SaW it 

BILL NELSON TALKS TO MEDIA 
... he'll provide crash information 
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Nelson plans• release 
on helicopter crash 

Eastern Space and Missile Center 
Public Affairs 
Patrick AFB, FL 32925 

By (,I NA THOMAS 
TODAY Stun wraiir 

U.S. Rep. Bill Nelson said he had a 
el y productive" meeting Monday with 

Ilw coiliiiiiinder of Patrick Air Force Base 
and t•speCIS to release information today 
iegaidiiig the mysterious crash of a nnli-
laiy lidicopter three weeks ago. 

Nelson said he met with Air Force 

id Marvin Jones Monday night to press 
fin inhirmation concerning the April 7 

Id a sui eillance helicopter — which 
killed live crew members — and allega• 
I wos that the Air 1-orce delayed rescue 
,•11., 1 1 , . until alter the 2 . 22 a.m. launch of a 
iiiissite the clew was observing. 

Nelson, I) Melbourne, Sind Join's 1.411.is 
t•lot . 1) open" during their meeting 

kid "there's still a lin of information we 
diiii•1 know." 

11w cinigiessman's press conference 
is scheduled for about 9 urn. today at the 
Heti, it thriller in Cocoa Beach, following 
his noviling addi't'Ss lo lie Space Congress. 

I he t II "lolly Green Giant" hell-
, opoir plunged into the Atlantic Ocean 
.itioui tin miles till the coast of Hrevard. 

I hire crew members were rescued the 
moil hot an extensive, five-day 

se.ircli tailed to turn tip the others. 

Flie helicopter and Its crew, stationed 
.11 Patrick. were parr of a surveillance 
team assigned lo iiioiiiior the submarine 
launch of the Trident missile. 

Au Juice Aircraft Salo) ,  lilVeSti-
gAiitill Board is looking into the cause of 
iii,' crash, and whether Air Force person-

nel were await- oh it but held off rescuing 
the men uiui il alter the missile was fired. 

* I 114. 11011 ol the launch, some 250 
bill1111 .1S1111.11 N ere watching from aboard a 

tending ship, the USS Frank 
able Among 111 ■ 111 was C(x:tia developer 

Hun said the group's guide, a other conceivable type of equipment on 
Oil the Frank Cable, that submarine to know where that heti- 

1.411 him the helicopter had crashed before collier was at all times " 
lth• 1,11101 	 "I think they lelt the mission was 

Almul 	minim .„lapse.d  bowt ,„, )  more important than the lives," Kool said, 
tune 	helicopter's lights disap- " I  just wain to know Wil Y' ''  

Presumed dead are Capt. Jan F. ptared hinii the sky and ttie tune the 

This is a collection of stories about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 
appeared in the subject pu .  ations. Provided courtesy of FSMC/PAM. 

Se-crest said. "There was no confusion or 
uproar until after the launch. Then it was a 

harried atmosphere and everyone was 
moving In doublet not- (lor the rescue)." 

Kool said he notified Nelson's office 
the same day to request an investigation. 

"They knew with some certainty when 
the helicopter went thiwn," Kool said. 
"They've gut radios and radar and every 
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Helicopter 
rescue was 
delayed 

By BETTY SHIMABUKURO 
TODAY Sten Writer 

Air Force officials have con-
firmed that a Navy ship failed to 
respond to initial reports of an 
Air Force helicopter crushing 
into the ocean off Brevard's 
coast, U.S. Rep. Bill Nelson said 
Tuesday. 

Crew members aboard the 
USS Frank Cable on April 7 told  

their superiors they had seen the 
C11-3 "Jolly Green Giant" .  hell, 
copier crash, he said. 

The Frank Cable and the 
helicopter were about 60 miles 
east of Cape Canaveral monitor-
ing a Trident lautich ft ii ii  

the submarine USS Georgia. 

Crew members reported the 
crash before the launch, but ii 

was nut until after the missile 
was fired that flares from the 
downed helicopter were sighted 

See RESCUE, 3B 

Helicopter rescue was delayed 
( RESCUE, From 111 

and the rescue mission was 
launched, he said. 

"Because there had been no 
reports of problems or malfunctions, 
the ship's captain did not halt his 
support mission and begin search and 
rescue prior to the sighting of 
flares," Nelson said. 

The ship eventually rescued 
three helicopter crewmen but five 
others never were found. 

The Mell)ourne Democrat said 
he spoke Monday nigh( to Col. Mar-
vin Jones, commanding officer of the 
Eastern Space and Missile Center, 
and other Air Force officials, who 
released Sonic information gathered 
by an Air Force Safety Investigation 
Board. 

1 he officials told him some crew 
members aboard the Frank Cable 
witnessed the crash and passed the 
word on, "but to whom, I don't 
know." Nelson said. "Whether the 
captain knew personally, I don't 
know." 

Ile said many other questions 
remain abodt the crash and the delay 
in the rescue attempt. "There is 
some confidential information that 
obviously cannot be shared. We'll 
just have to wait for the report." 

Air Force spokesman Lt. Col. 
James Moore said the report should 
be ready by May 7, after which it will 
be reviewed by the Military Airlift 
Command and the Aircraft Safety 
Investigative Board at Norton Air 
Force Base, Calif. 

Moore also said the Air Force 
often briefs congressmen and they 
are free do to as they please with the 
information. He said he could not 
confirm Nelson's information and 
had no further comment. 

Nelson said the helicopter was 
flying too low to maintain radio 
contact with launch control officials 
at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. 
Because it was night, the helicopter 
had to fly low to survey the launch 
area and make sure it was clear of 
umiuthorried ships, ho said. 

"several routine calls were  

made without reply," he said, adding 
that the loss of radio contact Witt: not 
unusual because of the launch site's 
distance from shore. 

The men lost aboard the hell. 
copter were Capt. Jan F. Fuchs, 
Capt. David K. Schaeffner, Tech, 
Sgt. Ronald R. Martinez, Staff Sgt. 
Mark R. Judy and Airmen 1st Class 
James A. Ferreira. 

Paul Heim of Satellite Beach, a 
close friend of the Ferreira family, 
said the military apparently was 
more interested iii the launch than 
rescuing the crewmen. 

"From what I have heard so far 
I am not satisfied that the priorities 
were kept straight," Heim said. "In 
peacettme, the first thing is to go to 
the aid of persons injured in an 
accident." , 

He said he didn't think the fami-
lies of the men would complain. "The 
families that I know of don't want to 
wash Air Force linen in public. 
'I hey're hurt," he said. "What was 

lost was not something that was 
replaceable." 

This is a collection of stories about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 4,(vppeured in the subject publications. Provided courtesy of EC 4 fr / P4 A4 
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Flares 1st 
crash sign, 
Nelson told 
Air Force official briefs 
congressman on copter 

By Alex Beasley 

4.fi I Ptt 	I 1NL L b AFf 

COCOA BEACH — A Navy 
ship near the Air Force helicopter 
that crashed in the Atlantic did 
out receive any communications 
about the crash until flares were 
sighted although other military 
ships and planes were in the area, 
Rep. Bill Nelson said Tuesday. 

The congressman's remarks 
were the first disclosures of the 
official military position on 
whether the USS Frank Cable had 
outside reports that the helicopter 
had crushed. The comments also 
put the first official time on when 
the ship began looking for the 
copter — at least 30 minutes after 
the early morning crash that 
claimed the lives of five of the 
crates eight crewmen April 7. 

Nelson, a Melbourne Democrat, 
said he received the information 
Monday night during a meeting 
with Col. Marvin Jones, com-
mander of the Eastern Space and 
Missile Center, which is the pri-
mary command for Patrick Air 
Force Base. The helicopter was 
based at Patrick. 

'Air Force officials would not 
say Tuesday whether they will try 
to recover the copter believed to 
contain the bodies of the missing 
crewmen. 

Patrick spokesman Lt. Marty 
Hauser said Air Force officials 
have not ruled out an attempt to 
recover the copter, but said it 
would be "like looking for a nee-
dle in a haystack." The copter 
floated upside down for three 
hours before sinking in about 
2,000 feet of water. 

Speaking at a press conference 
In Cocoa Beach, Nelson said it is 
still unclear whether the captain 
of the Frank Cable was given 
reports about the crash from his 
crew or civilian guests aboard the 
ship. At least one crewman has 
said that Immediately after the 
crash, which occurred about 15 
minutes before the launch of a 
Trident missile from a nearby 
submarine, he reported it to his 
superiors. 

Witnesses have reported seeing 

flares before and after the launch, 
but said the ship did not appear 
to respond until 10 to 15 minutes 
after the last flares were fired 
after the missile launch. 

The ship and the helicopter, 
along with a C-130 airplane, were 
providing surveillance to keep 
other vessels and planes out of 
the area. 

Two Army helicopters were fly-
ing near the area on an unrelated 
mission when the crash occurred. 
However, Patrick spokesman .  Lt. 
Col. James Moore said Tuesday 
he did not know how far away the 
Army helicopters were at the 
time, but confirmed they were 
close enough to aid in the subse-
quent search and rescue. 

The Air Force says its radio 
officers did not learn of the crash 
until more than 30 minutes later 
when they were unable to reach 
the copter by radio. 

The Air Force will not comment 
on details until Its investigation of 
the crash is complete. The report 
is expected to be finished in early 
May, Nelson said, but Air Force 
officials have said some 
information will never be made 
public. 

Navy officials also have refused 
to comment during the investiga- 

tion. 
"So many of the questions are 

still out...." Nelson said. 
A secretary in Jones' office 

referred all reporter's questions 
to the Patrick public affairs office. 

Hauser said he was not present 
during Nelson's meeting with 
Jones but he did not dispute the 
congressman's summary of tne 
meeting. 

Air Force spokeswoman 
Michele Trull of the Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Service at 
Scott Air Force Base in Illinois 
said all of the helicopter's crew-
men were equipped with flares, 
flare guns and radios. She said 
the equipment was capable of 
sending a signal over the interna-
tional distress frequency and 
providing direct communications 
over other frequencies. 

She said a U.S. satellite, which 
monitors the distress frequency 
and reports signals to Scott Air 
Force Rase, had passed over the 
Eastern seaboard just before the 
crash and would have been out of 
position to pick up any signals 
from the crewmen. 

The Frank Cable attached a line 
to the helicopter but it broke 
before the chopper could be 
secured to the ship. 

Patrick spokesman Hauser said 
the search for the helicopter 
would be extremely difficult not 
only because of the water's depth 
but because it sank in the swift-
moving Gulf Stream, which could 

This is a collection of stories about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 
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have carried it several miles north 
of where it sank. 

The ocean floor is littered with 
the discarded first stages of large 
rockets that have been launched 
from Canaveral Air Force Station 
for more than two decades. 
Hauser said. That would hinder 
sonar detection of the chopper. 

Norman Scott, president of 
Expeditions Unlimited in Fort 
Lauderdale, a marine salvage 
company that is under contract 
with the state to remove vessels 
from Florida's inland waterways, 
said the chopper could be recov-
ered but it would be difficult and 
expensive. 

He estimated it would cost up 
to $35,000 a day to search for the 
copier and agreed that the pcean 
current and missile parts would 
make the operation difficult. Scott 
said that even though the helicop-
ter sank, it has a certain flotation 
ability that might cause it to bob 
up and down on the ocean floor 
and be carried even further by 
currents. 

Scott said underwater recovery 
vessels can operate at more than 
three times the estimated depth 
of the copter and added that the 
Navy has the equipment to carry 
out such an operation. 

He said the recovery would 
require a magnetometer to scan 
the ocean floor for unusual metal 
objects, and a side-scan sonar, 
which provides computer draw-
ings of the sea bottom. 
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Copter crash 
report reveals 
few answers 

By LINDA HALL 
TODAY siuo W am, 

Detailed reports surround-

ing the Initial military investi-

gallon into the crash of a U.S. 
Air Force helicopter off the 

coast of Brevard on April 7 will 
not De released to the public, 

Air Force officials say. 
Information compiled by 

the Aircraft Safety Investiga-
tion Board that will not be 

released includes Material per-

tammg to the analysis, findings 

and recommendabolls made by 
the group, according to Air 
Force officials. Statements and 

testimony . tif witnesses and peo-
ple involved in the crash also 
ate being withheld, officials 

said. 

Information made public 

Thursday includes portions of 
radio transcripts involving the 

CII 3 "Jolly Green Giant" heli-

copter that details confusion 
surrounding the early nionillig 
incident. Also included in the 

report was the helicopter 
poor performance on earlier 

Flight tests. 
The pilot and two of the 

other eight crew members sur-

vived the ciash. The cause of 

die tragedy has nut been re-

leased. a It 

"We have nothing further 
to say until the next board is 

completed, then they will re-

veal what they decide," Patrick 

Air Force Base spokeswoman 

Dotty Ellingson said Thursday 

night. A collateral board re-
cently began gathermii and pro-

tecting information about the 
crash for use in claims and 

lit iga t tort. 
Radio transcripts reveal 

the helicopter's crew was last 

heard from at 2:16 am. as it 

searched for the USS Georgia, 
a submarine which was to 
launch a Trident missile. The 

helicopter was part of the sup-
port leant assigned to the 

launch. 

Despite questioning the he-

licopter's whereabouts for 15 

minutes after the 2:20 a.m.; 

missile launch, other helicopt-

ers and the submarine-tender . 

 USS Frank Cable did not men-

(ion the crash until 2:38 
when red flares were spotted, 

according to jhe report. 

However, civilians and sev-

eral military personnel aboard. 

the Cable have said they saw 

See CRASH, 
Back Page This Section 
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Crash probe reveals little 
(  CRASH ' From 	) 

Ike crash shortly after '2 a.m. 

Even a helicopter crew hearing a signal from a 
box designed to locate a downed helicopter did not 
realize the CH-3, referred to as "Jolly 18" in the 
transcripts, was down. 

It was not until 2:43 a. m. that a "mayday" signal 
front the three survivors of the eight-man crew 
brought a C-130 airplane crew's at to the men 
floating in the water. 

lie board's report also 'showed 1st Li. James 
' -~O'flearn, - the pilot or the downed helieopier, failed 

Pawing -teata---while - in-Koreg lastpar and had 
problems ..aging_AuheiLL:teits'earlier' this' year at 
'Patiik. -  

A.nuntiempleted""repokf Or the • Fe I) rua ry- M a y 
certificatuni period said, "Lieutenant O'llearn had 
difficulty Asigrtnuiang. svintiodirection 'When entering 

4091,11i4 (Htfir4). rt..sult ing,in. :gloppy t erns aitd 
ciiitSitllae confusion. Th 4.100'141er ut the instru- 

It 11 	 •  dpfiroaChe's were flown 
ach_ 

011earn, contacted Thursday night by a reporter, 
said the report was incomplete "and besides that, it 
has nothing to 40 with the activities of that night." 

Ile addel that he had •'probably said too much 
already. 1 have decided I was not going to talk to the 
press." 

A previous report of the July V flight lest in 
Korea saul O'Hearn was required to complete two 
training rides with an instructor before he could be 
certified. 

He successfully completed the rides and received 
his certificate on Oct. 25, 1983. 

Surviving the crash with O'Heani were co-pilot 1st 
I.t. Scott Schafer and Capt. WmlIniui Fitzgerald. 

Capt. Jan F. Fuchs, Capt. David K. Schaeffner, 
Tech Sgt. Ronald R. Martinez, Staff Sgt. Mark R. Judy  

and Airman 1st Class James A. Ferreira apparently 
were trapped inside the helicopter and are presumed 
dead. • 

Air Force officials have said they will not attempt 
to recover the men's bodies or the helicopter. 

The Iranscript , of the radio convers4tIons that ' 
morning regorded the last words from the "Jolly 18" 
as it searched for the submarine. 'The helicopter had 
overflown the submarine and the crew had spotted a 
Siiviet.,fishing vessel, according to the report. 

The Air Force viol said the garbled last words 
were: " . . . Does lie Oho submarine) have his 
n itwit% beacon on? Does lie have his red light on?'' 

Six minutes alter the successful launch of the 
Trident missile, Air Force officials attempted to reach 
"Jolly 18" to release the helicopter from the launch 
site so that it could return to .Patrick. When there was 
no answer, another helicopter crew was told to relay 
the message. 

The Cable turned toward port at a slow speed, 
waiting for "Jolly 18" to respond. 

At 2:30 a.m., crews from the helicopters and the 
ship said they had been "talking in circles" for 15 
minutes trying to get a response from the crew of the 
"Jolly 18." 

Radar searches by the Cable, visual searches and 
radio calls still failed to spot the hehcopter until 2:38 
a.m., when a searcher reported a "beep from a 
beacon." 

The submarine-tender then reported a red flair 
4,000 yards away. 

At 2:43 a.m., a C-130 airplane reported hearing a 
"mayday" from three survivors. 

By 2:50 p.m. the plane reported the survivors had 
been spotted and rescue operations began. 

A short time later, a chain front the Cable was 
fastened to downed helicopter. The chain broke, 
allowing the helicopter to sink into the 2,000-foot-deep 
Gulf Stream. 
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2 relieved of duty because of copter crash 
ON I L PHE SS NIL UNA] lutIAL 

CAPE CANAVERAL — Two Air Force 
safety officers have been relieved of their 
duties for not stopping a submarine Tri-
dent missile launch when they were un-
able to find a support helicopter in the 
area that later crashed, ,ufficials said. 

The CH-3 "Jolly Green Giant" chopper 
went down off the Brevard County coast 
April 7, killing five servicemen. The pi-
lot, co-piiut and a crewman survived. 

An official Air .Force report on the 
crash released Saturday said the helicop-
ter dropped from 200 feet into the ocean 
in just five seconds while the crew tried  

to identify the USS Georgia, which was 
preparing to launch a Trident missile. 

The crash's cause was not released. 
The report said the survivors got out of 

the copter, believing the test would be 
postponed, procedure in such cases. 

Instead, the astonished crewmen saw a 
big rocket blast out of the water 100 to 
300 yards away. 

"We felt like we were riding it. It was 
very uncomfortable because we were 
thinking, 'God, I hope they don't deto-
nate this thing,' " pilot James O'Hearn 
told Air Force investigators. 

Eastern Space and Missile Center 
range safety officer, Capt. James Ballen-
gee, and the surveillance control officer, 

Otto Hanneman, were relieved of their 
duties after the crash. 

Ballengee said being relieved of duty is 
procedure after a crash and added he fol-
lowed accepted guidelines by trying to 
contact the copier to find it. 

The officers were required to make 
sure the helicopter was in position 60 
miles northeast of Patrick Air Force Base 
before allowing the launch to proceed. 

According to procedure, the range safe-
ty officer should have stopped the launch 
when the crew did not respond to a re-
quired final communications check. 

But the report said the officers did not 
realize the helicopter was in trouble until 
35 minutes after the crash. 

This is a collection of stories about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that have 
"(appeared in the subject publications. Provided courtesy of ESMC/PAM. 
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2 cited in copter crash 
helicopter were too lilexpenenced 

to try to enter the craft to the 12- 
foot swells. 

The report confirms the ship 
mooched a line to the helicopter, 
but that it broke. 

According to the repurt, heli-
copter pilot Capt. James O'Heuni 
decided 20 minutes before the 
launch to make a low sweep by the 
submarine to provide positive iden-
tification' of the submarine's mast 
light. 

Although he had attempted at 
1:59 a.ni. to identify the flashing 

red light on the submarine's must 
by calling the Cable, the Cable 
failed to respond to repeated re-
quests. 

Starting from 500 feet altitude 
at 2 a.m., O'Hearn began a con-
trolled 70-knot approach to the sub-
marine, intending to drop to 
between 150 to 200 feet and main-
tain 40 kiwi speed. 

011ePal was at the 200-foot 
altitudo: and seemed to be proceed-
ing smoothly toward the light at 40 
knots with 90 percent of the en-
gines' power. lie maintains the 
level flight continued for two to 
three seconds, while co-pilot Lt. 
Scott Schafer estimated 10 seconds. 

Then Schafer noticed the heli-
copter instruments, which had 
dimmed lights to aid the pilot's 
vision through the windshield, 
showed the air speed drop from 40 
knots to zero and a descent rate of 
500 feet a minute. The flight engi-
neer, Tech. Sgt. Ronald Martinez, 
announced over the intercom that 
the helicopter was hovering, the 
survivors said. Martinez was killed 
in the crash. 

According to computations be 
lure the fly-by, the helicopter 
needed 90 percent of engine power 
to maintain a hover. The crew did 
not make an in-flight check of 
available power prior to slowing 
below 70 knots as required by regu-
lations.  

1,uwer, but the helicopter hit the 
water five seconds after beginning 
to fall. 

The Air Force would nut say if 
there was a mechanical failure 
when (Meant tried to increase 
power, but O'lleani testified that 
he believed there was one. 

Whether there was a mechani-
cal failure may never be answered 
because the helicopter could not be 
recovered from its resting place 
2,000 feel below the ocean's sur-
face, Moore said. 

But, Moore said, the Aircraft 
Safety Investigation Board did not 
feel they needed the aircraft to 
determine the cause of the acci-
dent. 

One of the approximately 250 
civilian visitors aboard the USS 
Frank Cable reported seeing the 
crash occur about IS minutes be-
fore the mis.sile launch, but report-
ed no rescue efforts beginning. 

The survivors said the helicopt-
er's impact with the water was not 
violent. O'Hearn and Schafer, who 
were in the cockpit, exited the 
helicopter through windows next to 
them. Although Capt. Jan Fuchs, 

an observer for the safety office, 
was in the seat between them, 
there was no evidence of his escap-
ing the helicopter. 

O'Heam did say he felt some-
one grab his leg and unsuccessfully 
attempted to pull the person up 
with him.  

- - 
lost sighl of Martinez. 

Both the pilot and co-pilot stud 
the aircraft rutted to the right. 

The survivors found each other 
shortly after escaping the helicopt-
er in the 5- to 7-foot seas and up to 
12-loot swells. Any rescue attempt 
of the love crewmen was dashed by 
the high waves and a current that 
carried the survivors away from 
the helicopter. 

Despite the fumes from the 
helicopter's fuel, the men tried to 
activate their emergency radios 
and flares. 

When the missile was launched 
some 100 to 300 yards away from 
them minutes later, the men's hope 
that a rescue effort was already 
under way were dashed, the survi-
vors said. Until then, they had 
assumed that someone had wit-
nessed the crash and that help was 
on the way. 

The range safety office should 
huve slopped the launch when the 
crew did not respond to a required 
final conununicat ion check, accord-
ing to procedure. The check to 
make sure the helicopter was in its 
final support position 10 minutes 
before the launch was not made, 
officials said. 

Instead, safety officials did not 
realize the helicopter could be in 
trouble until 35 minutes after the 
crash, the report said. An Air 
Force plane reported "one beep 
from a beacon while we were out 
there, but it didn't lust very long 
and we're nut sure if anything 
happened. We will go back out and 
take a look." 

The plane returned to the 
launch area and found the survi-
vors. A rescue boat was launched 
from the USS Frank Cable utter 
helicopter rescue attempts failed. 

Of the remaining crew mem-
bers in the rear of the helicopter, 
only Capt. William Fitzgerald sur-
vived. 

Martinez, secured by a belt, 
was standing behind Fuchs next to 
the right personnel dour. A passen-
ger, I. azgerald, also with a belt on, 
was kneeling in Hunt of the door. 
Airman 1st Class James A. Ferrei-
ra, a pararescueman, was leaning 
against the left side bulkhead, 
looking out the window and facing 
the rear. The other safety observ- 

()Ileum immediately tried to er, Capt. David K. Schaeffner, was 
pull the machine back up by apply- sitting in the second troop seat next 
mg maximum power and lowering to Ferreira. Stall Sgt. Mark Judy 
the craft's nose to move forward. was in the rear of the plane stewing 

The helicopter did not respond and away gear. 
the crew felt the craft shudder. 	Fitzgerald saw Martinez stand- 

The helicopter increased its me after impact, but when the 
rule 01 descent to  two feel per helicopter rolled to the left and 

minute. °gleam increased ill- began filling with water, Fitzgerald 
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Report: safety rules broken 
2 range officers cited 
after helicopter crash 

Two cited in copter crash 
By LINDA HALL 

TODA`,  WIN Vero', 

Two Eastern Space and 
Miss:le Center safety officials 
have been relieved of their 
duties for not stopping an April 
7 submarine-based Trident mis-
sile launch when they did not 
contact a downed helicopter, 
Air Force officials said Satur-
day following the release of a 
report on the tragedy. 

But the 250-page document. 
the final Air Force report on 
the accident, did not state what 
caused the crash that claimed 
the lives of five servicemen off 
the Brevard coast. Air Force 
officials refused to say what 
they believe happened. 

One of the three survivors 
said he thought mechanical 
problems were responsible for 
the disaster, according to the 
report. 

Both the range safety offi-
cer, Capt. James E. Ballengee, 
and the surveillance control 
officer, Otto P. Hanneman, 
were relieved from their safety 
duties after the crash, Patrick 
Air Force Base spokesman Lt. 
Col. James Moore said. 

Ballengee said Saturday he 
followed standard guidelines by 
trying to contact the helicopter 
and then referred the problem 
to the support vessel. the USS 
Frank Cable. He added that 
being relieved of duty is stan-
dard procedure after a crash. 

Hannernan said the report 
was wrong, adding that he did 
make contact the helicopter. 

The Air Force helicopter 
dropped from an altitude of 200 
feet into the ocean in five sec-
onds while trying to identify the 
USS Georgia submarine, which 
was about to launch the mis-
sile, the report said. 

The Air Force collateral 
board report details the final 
moments of the 2:02 a.m. CH-3 
"Jolly Green Giant" helicopter 
crash in interviews with the 
three survivors and Eastern 
Space and Missile Center offi-
cials responsible for safety. 

The Air Force safety offi-
cers failed to attempt to con-
tact the aircraft minutes before 
the launch as required by regu- 

See COPTER, 
Back Page This Section 

COPTER, From lA 

lations, the report said. 

The safety officers responsible 
for the 2:20 a.m. missile launch 
were required to make sure the 
helicopter was in its support posi-
tion 60 miles no -theast of Patrick 
Air Force Base before proceeding 
with the launch. 

The Air Force also has man-
dated that the safety regulations 
must be strictly followed to prevent 
future safety problems, Moore said. 

The helicopter pilot and co-pi-
lot — two of three survivors of the 
early morning crash — were taken 
off flight duty ac a matter of stan-
dard procedure. The pilot has been 
promoted from first lieutenant to 
captain, an action approved prior 
to the crash. 

Any further personnel action 
depends on PAFB officials' review 
of the report, which preserves all 
available evidence for use m 
claims, litigation,  disciplinary ac-
tions and administrative proceed-
ings, Moore said. 

Statements in the report show 

the five crew members who did not 
survive could have become diso-
nented when the craft rolled o‘er 
and filled with water. They may 
have been unable to determine 
where the emergency exits were. 
Because the crash was so quick, no 
one alerted the crewmen in the 
rear of the craft. 

The report also shows the origi-
nal flight engineer for the mission 
was removed from the crew when 
he arrived late. Then-Staff Sgt. 
Joseph A. Cedatol was removed 
from flight status after the incident 
and was reduced in grade to ser-
geant. 

Cedatol couldn't be located for 
comment Saturday. 

The Air Force has requested 
information from the Navy about 
rescue efforts by its support ship 
used during the launch — the USS 
Frank Cable. The report should be 
available by July 1 or sooner, a 
Navy spokesman said. 

The report does show the Cable 
continued for port while crew 
members watched emergency 
flares being fired after the launch. 
And the divers dispatched to the 
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Survivors, witness recall fatal plunge 
TO OA Y Staff wr, hers 

.4fter the April 7 U.S. Air Force helicopter crash 
off the coast of Brevarrl, officials began gathering the 
facts through interviews with the three sumwrs and 
‘itresses. 

The following testimony was released Saturday in a 
collateral board report. 

• 	Capt. William J. Fitzgerald: 
- We flew over a grouping of vessels which turned 

itat to be the (CSS Frank Cable. nayal support ship) 
and then there was a rotating beacon on the water 
which I thought might have been a buoy initially and 
:he other crew members told me it was the subma-
rine. . . 

"All the approaches early in the evening had been 
normal and uneventful . . . so I felt relaxed and at 
ease there (preparing to pass the submarine). 

"At this time I heard their remark. 'you're at a 
lover,' and I can remember starting to turn around 
now and look outside the door because I could feel that 
we we're in a descent. So. I could see down on the 
water surface. It appeared quite high to me. It's hard 
;o tell the exact height because there :s no reference 
for size or distance to make and I saw the flight 
engineer step towards the door ... as if he was just 
!ooking outside for anything and the rate of descent 
started to increase. 

"I remember the flight engineer starting to slide 
back as the fuselage rolled and as he slid in front of 
me. I was still facing toward. I saw some water 
starting to come through the passageway to the 
cockpit. By this time. I didn't really have a good sense 
of up and down. 

"And the water continued to come in and I wasn't 
focusing on anything else at that time other than the 
water level decicLing when IO pick up a last breath. 

"So I got two good breaths and the fuselage 
continued to roll around me and I could feel the water 
coming in past my knees and legs and was surprised 
that it was so warm. 

"I grabbed something that stopped me from mov• 
[rig back . . . and the next thing I know my toe ha one 
of the heater ducts which I use in egress drills which 
.as something we had done in the C..).ast Guard. 

•• About this time. 1 heard a voice behind me and I 

was extremely surprised that anyone else had gotten 
Out. 

"I got on the other end (of the raft dropped from a 
helicopter) from the co-pilot and tried to get in but I 
didn't have enough strength. So. he worked me around 
on the side and he got in the middle and worked over 
one shoulder and finally got a leg in and waited for a 
wave and finally got in." 

Co-pilot 1st Lt. Scott Schafer, surviyor of "Jolly 13" 
crash: 

"I would say within flye seconds we had hit the 
water. I don't remember the impact with the water. 
I'm not sure exactly how I knew we were in the water; 
I saw the water. I guess. 

"I tried to jettison my window. I pulled the jettison 
handle up, leaned on my window two or three times —it 
wouldn't open. About which time I saw a big wave 
come from in front of me . . At which time the 
aircraft (";olly ii") flipped. I took a deep breath and 
was upside down, to the rght I think. 

"At which time, my window still wouldn't open up 
— we were upside down — I remember thinking I had 
to release my seat belt, and then 1 remember "i.nking I 
had to get my window out before I could do that. 

. . . I don't remember releasing my seat belt, and 
I remember for a second giving up. and about that 
point. I remember exiting the aircraft, coming clean 
through the window — I'm pretty sure it was my 
window. 

"Came straight out of it. Once I ot outside the 
window I was surprised how relaxed I was. because 
I'm claustrophobic. Got outside the aircraft and just 
relaxed, knowing that I would float to the top eventual-
ly. 

"Floated to the top . 	I !coked around: I could 
see the aircraft upside down. . . . But I was about 50 
feet away from the aircraft. When I came up, right 
away I heard somebcxly calling; I hollered back. 
hollered to meet at the 12 o'clock position of lthe 
aircraft . . . 

"Three of us met there, at which time we looked 
for others: didn't see anybody else: we hollered out. 
didn't hear anybody else 

"Decided to make it back to he aircraft and see if 
somebody else was there. . 	we were afraid to get 
separated . . 	made an initial atempt to get hack by 

hanging on to each other. and I guess we were in the 
Gulf Stream . . because of the winds and the waves, 
we didn't seem to make any headway in going back 
toward the aircraft. 

"I remember thinking in the water, when the 
helicopter comes, I'll go last — you know. I'll let the 
other two get up and then go. 

"When the ladder came down, it was survivial of 
the fittest, all three of us grabbed it as 4uick as we 
could and there (were) three of us hanging on it. 

James Webb, a civilian of Cocoa Beach and a 
retired Air Force colonel: 

"At about a distance of about a mile from the ship 
and about the same distance from the sub it Golly 1S). 

 made an -erratic maneuver. It seemed to turn towards 
the sub and started to clesce.^d My first thoughts 
were that it was investiaaung some object on the 
surface. it cortneed its descent at something less than 
45 degrees: near the surface it made another erratic 
manueyer and it was apparent that it had ditched. The 
light continued to elow for a period of time. I fully 
expected to hear an emergency called by the bridfge to 
hold the layurich and con:fact a rescue operation. 
Instead they announced T•3 and the laurched contin-
ued. . . 

- It was pitch black on :he deck and I discussed the 
crash with several obser.ers who had also seen tne 
crash. 'le began to wonder if the bridge had seen the 
ey enc. We were then escorted back to our room by our 
escort, U. Al Weirnan, one of :he ship's dentists. and 
informed him of the helicopter crash. I presi..rned he 

reported this to the °ridge. SeYeral people in our group 
also had seen the helicopter go down. After dis-
cussing this with them for awhile and becoming 
concerned at the lack of any action from the bridge I 
decided to do something about it. I went to the ward 
room and saw a commander there in a white uniform 
and I ask him if he was a member of the crew. He said 
he was and I ask him what they were doing about the 
helicopter. He asked what helicopter. 

"I then told him what I had seen. He left for the 
bridge. A short rime later the bridge ordered the whale 
boat lowered. Later one of the diyers was in the ward 
n..xam. I heard him say he had gotten a 1-inch nylon line 
on the helicopter. As I recall his conyersailon, he said 
he got it on the tail rotor or rail boom. He said the line 
had snapped and the helicopter had sunk. 
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A 01.3 lolly GI our, Giant helicopter assigned M observe a Trident missile 
launch clashed into the Atlantic early April 7. Five men were killed. An Air Force 
investigation into the tragedy states that solely officers allowed the launch to go 
on without trying to contact the helicopter, in violation of regulations. 11111••••• 
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Rescue vessel 
shared tragedy 

y BRYAN MINGLE 
roo” 	wrav,  

When the I.:SS Frank Cable 
steamed away from its 
Charleston. S.C.. port on March 
31, it was the beginning of a 
long, tragic mission. ' 

'Attie did crew members 
know they would return home 
II days later with three of their 
own missing. 

Less than 24 hours after an 
April 7 helicopter crash that 
claimed five Ines, Navy Chief 
Petty Officer Timothy Herring, 
34. died when a car struck his 
motorcycle in Cocoa Beach. 

Herring. of Crawfordville, 
was standing at the rear of the 
Frank Cable —5 support vessel 
monitoring a nearby subma-
rine•based Trident missile 
launch — when he saw a hell-
copter plummet from the night-
time sky He gave a public 
account the next day, but died 
lacer that night in the accident. 

Earlier in the week. on 
April 3. two other Nay7 enlist-
ees died ir a traffic accident 
south of Cocoa Beach. A wom-
an driving in the wrong lane on 
SR A1A struck the men, who 
were riding a motorcycle. They 
were Raymond Lee White, 23, 
of Hanahan. S.C., and Robert 
Kirk. 23. of Naval Air Station, 
Charleston. S.C. 

Amid crtticisrn from some 
Of the 250 civilians my ited to 
witness the Trident launch, the 
Navy began its own investiga-
tion into the Frank Cable's 
rescue role. The probe is com-
plete, but a report is not ex-
pected to be released until July 
I — said Lti Jeff Brown of the 
Navy's Judge Advocate Office 
in Washington. D.C. 

The Am Force official who 
headed that military branch's 
probe into the crash has indi-
cated the Navy's investigation 
is vital to completing the puzzle 
surrounding the rescue. 

LE. Col. Peter Dineen of so 
Scott Air Force Base. 
sought answers from the corm 
mander of the Navy's Atlantic 
Fleet submarine forces, 
asking: 	 — 

— 
• Were there reports or 

indications that a helicopter 
was in distress prior to the 
launch of the Trident missile? 

• If there were reports. 
what actions were taken by ..- 
crew members to verify them? 	3 

• What actions were taken 5. 
by the crew of the Frank Cable 0. 
once it confirmed a helicopter 2. 
had crashed? 

• For an account of the 
Frank Cable's efforts to sal. 
sage the submerged fuselage of 
the helicopter. 
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The Lost Crewmen 

" 

— 	
A 

Captain 
Jan F. Fuchs 

Captain 
David K. Schaeffner 

Technical Sergeant 
Ronald J. Martinez 

Staff Sergeant 
Mark R. Judy 

Airman 1st Class 
James A. Ferreira 

The 28-year-old 
Brooklyn, NY.. 
resident was a space 
systems program 
manager assigned to 
the Eastern Space and 
Missile Center at 
Patrick Air Force Base. 
A graduate of 
Polytechnic Institute of 
New York, Fuchs was 
training another 
passenger on his first 
Trident mission the 
morning of April 7. He 
was engaged to be 
married this month. 
Survivors include his 
parents. Henry and Rita 
Fuchs. 

The 32-year-old 
Findley, Minn., resident 
worked at the Eastern 
Space and Missile 
Center as weapons 
systems program 
manager. He had 
worked at Patrick six 
months before the 
crash. Schaeffner was a 
graduate of Sciences 
University of Colorado 
with a bachelor of 
science in aerospace 
engineering. Survivors 
include his wife, Linda 
J. Schaeffner; and 
parents. Wilbur and 
Margaret Schaeffner. 

The 32.year-old Bear, 
Del.. resident was a 
flight engineer assigned 
to Detachment 15, 
39th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Wing at 
Patrick. Martinez was a 
graduate of James H. 
Grove High School, 
Newark, Del. At his 
memorial service, his 
commanding officer 
said Martinez was 'tops 
in his unit. Survivors 
include a daughter, 
Vena Martinez. 13: 
son, David Martinez, 
10; and parents. 
Emigdio and Elizabeth 
Martinez. 

The 28-year-old Toledo. 
Ohio, resident was a 
pararescue specialist 
with Detachment 15. 
39th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Wing at 
Patrick Air Force Sass. 
His commanding officer 
called him a 'leader 
among his troops.' 
Judy graduated with a 
bachelor of science in 
psychology from the 
Patrick branch of 
Rollins College. 
Survivors include his 
wife, Deborah Judy; 
and parents. Arthur and 
Marjorie Judy. 

The 25-year-old Fell 
River. Mass resident 
also was a pararescue 
specialist assigned to 
Detachment 15. 39th 
Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Wing at 
Patrick Air Force Base. 
At his memorial 
service. Ferreira's 
commander said he had 
a 'heart of gold.' He 
was a graduate of West 
Point High School and 
attended the Life Bible 
Institute in New York. 
Survivors include his 
parents. William and 
Dolores Ferreira. 
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Officer: Radio 
contact poor 
night of crash 
By Alex Beasley 

bk.htiNti. blAFF 

A primary safety officer sus-
pended from duty after the crash 
of an Air Force helicopter that 
killed five crewmen said commu-
nications that night were "shab-
by" and "gummed up" because of 

secret mission going on at the 
same time as a Trident launch. 

"I didn't know who I was talk-
ing to a few times," said surveil-
lance control officer Otto Hiume-
wan. He was responsible for 
clearing the launch area of un-
iuthorized ships and aircraft 
:1pril 7. 

That night the launch control 
:enter at Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station mistakenly reported 
that a CH-3 helicopter, known as 

Jolly 18, was coming in "loud and 
clear" even though it had crashed 
12 minutes earlier. 

"1 didn't know how many air-
craft were there," said Hanneman. 
"I didn't know where they were. 
So, to protect the air above the 
launch site was difficult at best, if 
nut impossible." 

Ilanneman and range safety of-
ficer Capt. James Ballengee, who 
gave the all-clear signal and also 
was temporarily relieved of duty 

after the crash, testified in May 
before an Air Force Investigator. 
Their testimony was obtained 
from the Air Force by The Orion-
do Sentinel. Pan Air Force spokes-
man said the men would not 
comment further on their ,  

' testimony. 	 •  

Hanneman and Ballengee told Mves-
tigators that during sea launches, com-
munications with support ships and 
aircraft typically become worse the 
farther out at sea they are. 

They said that although helicopters 
are used in all launches, it Is so com-
mon to lose radio contact with chop-
pers at sea that there is no procedure 
to postpone the countdown if one can-
not be reached. Ballengee said main-
taining communications with helicop-
ters during sea launches is a constant 
problem. 

The Patrick Air Force Base CH-3 
helicopter was the primary support 
craft for the April 7 test launch of a 
Trident missile, but the crash went 
unnoticed for 40 minutes. Three crew-
men saw the launch as they struggled 
in the water to attract attention to 
themselves. They survived but the 
bodies of the five others were never 
found. 

Ballengee had overall responsibility 
for all ships and aircraft in the launch 
area and for protecting "life and prop-
erty," and said he had been briefed on 
the secret mission that was connected 
to the launch. But Ballengee said he 
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could not give details to Hanneman, 
who was told only that if he encoun-
tered problems or spotted other air-
craft in the area he was to report that 
information to his superiors. 

Hanneman said his limited informa-
tion on the mission, which involved 
three Army H-60 Blackhawk helicop-
ters on the outskirts of the launch 
area, crippled his ability to keep track 
of aircraft in the area where the Tri-
dent missile was to be launched from 
a nuclear submarine. 

In his testimony, Hanneman said he 
was operating in the dark and "it was 

shabby way to do things." 
He said communications were 

"gummed up" because, as the launch 
approached, countdown times had to 
be announced every live minutes for 
the benefit of Army choppers unfamil-
iar with launch pnxedure. 

"Usually we don't have every five 
minutes somebody cutting in giving • 
long-winded time hack (check). They 
were doing this because of the number 
of aircraft out there supporting. So, 
every so often, they would cut in the 
middle of our communications. Com-
munication was poor because they 
were down on the deck (flying low), 
the time hacks cutting in, and then, 
even occasionally, I thought I heard 
other aircraft ... I didn't know who I 
was talking to a few times." 

The Air Force has completed its 
investigation into the crash but has 
refused to release any recommenda-
tions, analyses or findings from the 
Inquiry, including what caused the 
crash. 

Air Force officials say the action 
!taken against Ballengee and Hanne-
man is standard procedure during an 
Investigation and is not an indication 
of any disciplinary action. No decision 
has been made on whether they will 
return to their primary duties, al-
though they have continued to support 
launches in different roles since the 
crash. 

This is a collection of s' -ies about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that hay 
appeared in the sublet 	iications. Provided courtesy ill ESMC/PAM. 
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Radio logs show that In the half-
hour before tiv.i scheduled launch Bal-
lengee ar.d ethers tried at least eight 
times to contact the helicopter with-
out gett.:ng a reply. 

Hunneman testified that his limited 
knowledge of the classified mission 
may have delayed his reaction to the 
missing chopper. 

"I did not know If Jolly 18 (the 
chopper) had any other mission re-
quirements ... I still don't," he said. 
"So there was a degree of confusion 

that I had as surveillance control offi-
cer, not knowing what the rest of the 
mission was. Even ... when 1 was told 
to try to 14et Jolly to release them, and 
I didn't initoilly, I thoeglit he might be 
down doing something else ... I 
wasn't panicked because there were 
some other maneuvers going on that 1 
wasn't aware of that were classified 
... 1 thought they may have been 
down on the deck (flying low) doing 
these things." 

Ballengee agreed that the secret. 
mission hampered communications 
and possibly delayed response to the 
crash. 

"When he (Hanneman) lost the 
comrn (communication with the chop-
per) ... he assumed that the lost 
comma procedure carried over into 
&nothing stamiota Oat WM *May WY 
lavolvod 

Iltacommandations to improve com-
munications, which Hanneman and 
Ballengee appear to make during their 
Interviews, have been deleted from 
the report that the Air Force released. 

Officials at Patrick Air Force Base 
have disclosed only that they are con-
sidering using an Air Force balloon-
borne radar to increase their knowl-
edge of what is occurring in the 
launch area. The radar, based at Cape 
Canaveral, now is used to detect boats 
and low-flying aircraft that might be 
smuggling drugs. 

The only backup procedure in case 
the copter cannot be reached is to 
contact the Navy support ship, which 
always is in the launch area when a 
missile is fired. However, testimony 
shows communication with the ship 
usually is poor and radio officers had 
trouble reaching it the night of the 
crash. 

Even the pilot of Jolly 18, Lt. James 
O'llearn, was unable to raise the sup-
port ship, the USS Frank Cable, in an 
effort to get the submarine's location. 
O'Hearn, who was near the ship, said 
he would not have had to fly so low to 
identify the sub if the radio communi-
cations had not failed. 

The helicopter crashed shortly after 
it made the low approach. 

The men's testimony els:: revealed 
that despite a massive radar and com-
munications network covering the 
launch, support helicopters are virtu-
ally on their own during their mis-
sions miles out at sea. Because they 
sometimes must fly low to warn away 
ships from the launch area, they drop 
below radio contact. During night 
launches such us the one April 7, the 
helicopter is particularly isolated be-
cause if the craft is in trouble, ii may 
not he spotted by other ships and air-
craft in the area. 

The accident occurred so close to 
the submarine launching the Trident 
that the survivors would have swum 
to it but could not because of strong 
currents and rough liens. 

Launch procedures and communica-
tion are no different at night except 
that an AC-130 airplane is added to 
provide additional radar support. 

"I'm not an air traffic controller ... 
by any shape of the imagination. I 
can't tell the helicopter pilot what to 
do or where to go," testified Hanna-
man. "Communication at this range is 
always a problem." 

Last week a Freedom of Information 
Act request by The Orlando Sentinel 
for the complete investigation report 
was denied by the Air Force because 
"this' information would have • staling 
effect on the tree and and freak es-
pression of ideas, opinions and :wow • 
mendatIons of Air Force officials." 

Sentinel managing editor Bill Dunn 
called the Air Force action "arbitrary 
and capricious." He said the newspa-
per Immediately appealed the denial 
"to ensure that the military Is doing 
everything in its power to prevent 
another occurrence.". 
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5 deaths and big question 
/

n the early morning darkness of April 
7, five Air Force crewmen died when 
their helicopter crashed in the sea off 

Brevard County while conducting surveil-
lance for the launch of a Trident missile. 

The Air Force has investigated the 
crash and the rescue of its three survi-
vors. The major question was why the res-
cue did riot begin until 40 minutes after 
the accident. The delay seems to have 
been caused by a series of mishaps and 
wrong assumptions. But it appears the 
public never will know for siire because 
the Air Force has said it will not release 
the conclusions of its investigation. 

The secrecy isn't fair to the families of 
the dead men who are presumed to have 
sunk with the helicopter or to the military 
people who never will know if the Air 
Force's procedures are safe. 

Furthermore, it may throw an unneces-
sary suspicion over anyone who had any 
involvement in the events surrounding the 
crash. And that's not fair to any of them; 
the air needs to be cleared. 

What is known is this: 
The helicopter crashed about IS min-

utes before the launch. The communica-
tions center at Cape Canaveral, responsi-
ble for coordinating planes and ships in 
the launch area, had been out of radio 
contact with it for about 40 minutes. Com-
munications officers did not become over-
ly concerned because they assumed the 
helicopter had simply flown out of con-
tact, As often happens. 

But the helicopter had crashed. A petty 
officer and several civilians watching the 
launch from a Navy ship saw the crash 
and reported it to a ship officer. But the 
ship did not turn around. 

A short while later one of the civilian 
witnesses, James Webb, asked another 
officer what the ship was doing about the 
crash. The officer said that he didn't know 
anything about it. Meanwhile, the ship 
had traveled away from the crash site for 
at least 40 minutes before turning around. 

The Air Force and the Navy, which is 
conducting its own investigation, must 
answer why it took so long for the ship's 
commander to begin the rescue. 

Furthermore, why did the helicopter 
float in the water, presumably with five 
bodies inside, for three hours and then 
sink even though the Navy ship had 
attached a cable to it? And if communica-
tion officers routinely lost contact with a 
helicopter, why didn't they have a better 
system, especially at night? 

But most important, what is the military 
doing to make sure a similar tragedy 
doesn't happen again? 

U. S. Rep. Bill Nelson of Melbourne and 
U.S. Sen. Paula Hawkins of Florida have 
inquired into the crash. That's not 
enough. They must see that the investiga-
tion's results are made public. 

The Air Force owes that much to the 
five who died April 7. 

This is a collection of sto - ;es about the U.S. Air Force, general military subjects and people that hat 

appeared in the subjecy 	'ications. Provided courtesy of ESMC/ PAM. 
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The Green Giant's 
tragic last flight  

submio we's deck would look like in the dark 
because I his is their first night surveillance 
mission ior a sub. "Jolly Hi" calls the Frank 
Cable and requests the submarine's position. 

By BRYAN MINGLE 
100A Y $tut$ VErdet 

The views leading to the crush of an Air 
hirce "Jolly Green Giant" helicopter April 7 
about 60 miles oil Cape l'anaveml — and the 
subsequent unsuccessful rescue attempt — 
Here detailed in an An Force investigative 
report released Saturday. 

F)ve men dud in the disaster. 
Here is a chronology of the last 24 hours of 

the (11-2 helicopter's eight-member crew: 

April 5:30 a.m. — Crew members report 
Iii Patrick Air Force base to participate in the 
ti. 54 a.m. launch of the Shuttle Challenger. 
I heir enssitin. ward off unauthorized aircraft. 

9:30 a.m. — Crew returns to base after 
uneventful mission. Concerned about the 
stress of two flight assignments in one day, the 
clew had been told to rest adequately before 
reporting at II p.m. for a nighttime Trident 
missile launch. According to the report, all 
crew members met military regulations on 
rest periods before a second mission :  

II p.m. — Crew members return to Pat-
rick for final briefing. Pilot Li. James 
()l learn tells his late-arriving primary flight 
engineer, "You're uff the flight," after smell-
ing alcohol un the man's breath. 

April 7, 12:50 a.m. — Helicopter departs 
i'ditick and travels northeast to launch sur-
veillance area, climbing to a height of 1,500 
leo because of the extreme darkness and fur 
Ikit es rail u, reception. The "Jolly Itt" crew 
observes three sets of lights on the ocean 

III 1.1CP: USS Frank Cable, the Navy's 
support ship also assisting in the Trident 
launch: a Soviet intelligence vessel; and a 
siugle red, rotating light. The crew discusses 
wlielin•f 11le killer was SI lighted Shipping 
channel buoy ur the deck of the Trident-launch 
submarine, USS Cieurgia. 

1:45 a.in. — Soffit, 250 civilians on board 
the Frank Cul)le to watch the spectacular 
launch ale ushered an the dark to viewing 

aruas above deck. Several of the guests later 
reporl seeing red Signal flares. 

1:57 a.m. — After dropping to low alti-
tudes to intercept a tugboat and to positively 
identity the Soviet ship, the crew turns to the 
task ill local nig the submarine. Crew mein-

CIt'r,  ;III .  inv.:tire whiti the red lights on ii 

1:59 p.m. • • "Jolly 1W' repeals its request 
to the Frank Cable tor more information on 
the sugus ol the led light on the submarine's 
ii ist itimeination ii m0i Tilt: crew receives no 
iesponse. This is the last recorded radio 
transmission lion' the helicopter. 

2 a.m. — The helicopter crew decides to 
make a low approach to positively identify the 
single red light and the submarine. Under 
mission regulations, the helicopter could not 
dip below 500 feel in the 15 minutes before the 
'2:20 0.10. launch. Knowing this, the crew had 

live minutes to 1dt-fully the submarine and 
I eturn to Its 'intik:1i nninnorisig post. 

The apprnach was 10 be shallow and 
controlled, and was to end at an altitude of 150 
to 200 feet at a speed of 40 knots, survivors 
told Air Force investigators. During the ap-
proach, paw 01 learn was flying primarily 
hum references outside the aircraft, the re-
port said. Co-pilot 1st I.t. Scott Schafer was 
munitormg aircraft instrunienIS. 

2:02 to 2:05 a.m. — Plzmning to make a 
long "flyby" to get a closer look at the red 

O'lleant descends to 200 feet. While the 
neheoplef renianiS level, flight engineer Tech. 
Sgt. Ronald I.. Martinez slates over an inter-
com: "Sir, we're in hover." Co-pilot Schafer 
observes airspeed instrument drop from 40 to 
zero. Ile observes a 500-foot-1)er-minute de-
scent and almhmnluntes it OVEN' the 'inert:Qua. 

0'1 learn applies lila Munn power while 

lowering the nose to regain forward airspeed. 

The pilot and co 1)1101 feel the craft "shudder;" 
the helicopter fails to respond and continues 
falling at fititi list per 11111Mit!. Air Foice 

officials estimate live seconds passed between 
the flight eitilinvers first call and the crash. 

because of the fast sequence of events, no 
calls over the intercom were made tO alert the 
Crew Of parart!SCUe passengers. 

2:20 a.m. — The 34-foot, 73,000-pound 
Trident missile is launched. The three survi-
vors who manage to scramble out of the 
helicopter ()ileum, Schafer and Capt. 
William Fitzgerald — rendezvous in seas 
running 5 in 7 feet with swells to 12 feet. They 
coilleiliplale going back to the upside-down 
tuselage, but the swells and swift-moving 
current carry them away from it. Together 
they watch the Trident shoot skyward 100 to 

:100 yards away. 
Seeing the missile launched as scheduled, 

the trio "realized that no taw was attempting 



tragic last flight 
By BRYAN MINGLE. 

FOOAY Stull Wroter 

The el ems leading 10 the CraSh ol an An' 
&wee "Jolly Green Giant" helicopter April 7 
about 60 wiles oil l'ape Canaveral  —  and the 
subsequent unsuccessful rescue attempt — 
Kerr the/ailed HI an Air Force vu v1ga live  
report released Saturday. 

Five 	tiled Ill the di.vaster. 
Here is a chronology of the MS! 24 hours of 

the '11-3 helicopter's eight-member crew: 

April 6, 5:30 a.m.  —  Crew members report 
to Patio:it Air Force Base to participate in the 
8.58 a. in. launch of the Shuttle Challenger. 

heir ii us.  ward off unauthorized iiirerfaft. 

9:30 a.m.  —  Crew returns to base after 
uneventful mission. Concerned about the 
St l'eN.'" of I WO flight assignments in one day, the 
clew had been told to rest adequately before 
reporting at II p.m. for a nighttime Trident 
missile launch. According to the report, all 
crew members met military regulations on 
lest periods before a second mission :  

II p.m. — Crew members return to Pat-
rick for final briefing. Pilot It. James 
Olicarn 'elk his late-arriving primary flight 
engnwer, "You're off the flight," after smell-
ing alcohol on the man's breath. 

April 7, 12:59 a.m.  —  Helicopter departs 
ick and travels northeast to launch sot'. 

veillance area, climbing to a height of 1,500 
leo because of the extreme darkness and fur 
tx•itei radio reception. The "Jolly 18" crew 
observes three sets of lights on the ocean 

kice: the USS Frank Cable, the Navy's 
support ship also assisting in the Trident 
lesushi ii Soviet intelligence vessel; and a 
single red, rotating light. 'Ibe crew discusses 
whether the latter was a lighted shipping 
channel buoy or the deck of the Trident-launch 
submarine, USS Georgia. 

MISS1011 1 .4a :4 stub. "Jolly IN" calls the Frank 
Cable and requests tlw submarine's position. 

1:59 p.m. • • "Jolly 1f1" repeats its request 
to the Frank Cable lor suture information on 

the status 01 the led light on ine submarine's 

lieu  i  uuiieuital sun 111a41 CIVW receives no 

. 11111S IS Elie lasi recorded radio 

Ii MISIIIISS1011 II inn the helicopter. 

2 a.m.  —  Tut, helicopter crew decides to 

inalut a IssW apin. oach to positively identify the 
single red lighi and submarine. Under 
missitoi regulatants. the helicopter could not 
dip below 500 feet 111 the 15 minutes before the 
2:20 a.m. launch. Knowing this, the crew had 

live 'ninnies lo identify the submarine and 
clunk to its Winch int/11110ring post . 

The approach was to be shallow and 
controlled, and was to end at an altitude of ISO 
to 200 feet at a speed of 40 knots, survivors 

told Air Force investigators. During the ap-
proach, pilot ()Ileum was flying primarily 
from references outside the aircraft, the re-
port said. Co-pilot 1st 1.1. Scott Schafer was 
niunnoring aircraft instruntents. 

2:02 to 2:95 a.m. — PI:inning to make a 
long "fly by" to get a closer look at the red 

U'lleare descends to 200 feet. While the 
helicopter remains level, flight engineer Tech. 
Sgt. Ronald 1.. Martinez states over an inter-
com: "Sir. we're III a hover." ('u-pilot Schafer 

observes airspeed instrument drop Bunn 40 to 
zero. Ile observes a 500-foot-per-minute de-
scent and m111'11111E:es it uver the interecall. 

011e:if/I applivs maximum power while 

lowering the nose to mega in forward airspeed. 

Tlw pilot and co pilot feel the craft "shudder;" 
the helicopter lads to respond and continues 
falling at Noe Wei per minute. Air Force 
officials estimate live seconds passed between 
the flight engines-Cs first call and the crash. 

Because of i 1w fast sequence of events, no 
calls over Me intercom were made to alert the 
crew or pararescue passengers. 

2:29 a.m. — ilse 34-foot, 73,000-pound 
Trident missile is launched. The three survi-
vors who manage to scramble out of the 

helicopter  —  011earn, Schafer and Capt. 

William Fitzgerald  —  rendezvous in seas 

running 5 to  7  feet with swells to 12 feel. They 
contemplate going back to the upside-down 
fuselage, but the swells and swift-moving 
current carry them away from it. Together 
they watch the Trident shoot skyward 100 to 

300 yards away. 
Seeing die missile launched as scheduled, 

tile trio "realized dun no MU Was attelliptIng 

1:-15 a.m. — Some 250 civilians on board 
the Frank Cable to watch the spectacular 
launch age ushered in the dark to viewing 

cas above deck. Several of the guests later 

ICIPOr1 Seeing IVO signal flares. 

1:57 a.m. — After dropping to low alti- 

tudes  to  intercept a tugboat and to positively 

identity the Su set ship, the crew turns to the 
task to locating the submarine. Crew Mein -

*" 	;41 t• unsure what the red Indus 4/11 II 
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Jolly Green Giant copier few months before crash 

Stories inside 
• Chronology 	of 

Jolly la's last flight, 28 
• Navy ship suf-

fered own tragedy, 28 
• Lost • 	crewmen 

came from throughout 
U.S., 28 

Rescue delay surprised pilot 
By BRYAN MINGLI:. 

T OL/A Y Stull 1■11. duo- 

Mc Air Force pilot who escaped the 

wreckage of the April 7 helicopter crash. uff 
the coast of Cape Canaveral said it -seemed 
like hours" before rescue efforts began. 

In a newly released Air Force report 
investigating the crash, pilot James O'llearn 

said he and two other survivors who 

scrambled from the upside-down surveillance 
ci aft believed a nearby Navy submarine 

would not proceed with its scheduled 2:20 a.m. 
Trident missile launch. 

When the missile was iiideed ejected from 
i lie USS tIcorgia some 4(X) feet away, "We felt 
like we were riding it. It was very uncomfort-

able because we were thinking, 'God, I hope 
they don't detonate this thing.' " 

The survivors, in testimony given to Air 
Force investigators, said the launch gave 
i Item a terrible feeling because it signaled the 
fact no one had started looking for them or 
their live buddies, who were nowhere in sight 

See PILOT, Back Page This Section 

Rescue delay surprised pilot 
(  PILOT,  From IA ) 

in the choppy seas swelling to 12 feet. 
Here are some of O'llearn's statements included 

m the 250-page report: 
"When the aircraft hit the water, it rolled to the 

right. I don't remember jettisoning my window or 
taking my seatbelts off. I remember the water rushing 
up to about my knees, my waist area and coming up 
fast. 

"The impact felt really soft. Not any harder than 
ally of running landings we practice in water opera-
tions. The only thing I remember was going out the 
window and the intercom cord on my helmet was still 
connected and that's the only thing I remember 
positively . . . yanking and pulling free. 

"I remember somebody clutching at my legs as 1 
was going through the window. I reached for him to 
bring hint with me. I don't know if 1 actually got hold 
of anybody. Somebody had a hold of me." 

Hearing another voice in the darkness, 011earn 
looked and saw two white helmets worn by co-pilot Lt. 
Scutt Schafer, 24, and Capt. William Fitzgerald, 34. 

The trio formed a triangle with their hands and 
unsuccessfully tried to tie u rope around themselves so 
they wouldn't separate. O'Heant said they wanted to 
try to swim over to the submerged helicopter, which 
was drifting farther and farther away, but the waves 
and current were too formidable. 

Instead, they "started rattling oft" signal flares, 
011earn said, in the hope that the USS Frank Cable, 

the Navy's support subtender, would spot them. 

Adding to their plight, the crew's survival radio 
equipment electronically shocked the men and was 
difficult to use, O'llearn said. 

At one point in the actual 15 minutes they spent in 
the waier, the men believed a light to the sky was that 
of the first rescue helicopter — it turned out to be a 
shooting star. 

The next bright light — the Trident rocket — "to 
surprised" the crew because "we had assumed that 
they had already delayed the launch and they were 
looking for us," 011eant said. When it went off, we 
realized, "Hell, we've only been in the water for 18 
. . . 19 minutes and we were already exhausted and 
sick. I was already feeling my head just falling into 
the water, you know, in almost a kind of a stupor." 

U'llearn, who told investigators he felt the crash 
resulted from rsome sort of mechanical failure," said 
he and the other two survivors escaped the wreckage 
because they were sitting in a seat next to a window. 

"Unfortunately, the guys in the back were on 
gunner's belts, and were silting in seats that . . . 
First of all, they face sideways." 

The pilot said "he would be lying" if he said he 
was completely pleased with the response of the USS 
Frank (:able. 

"You know, I feel that there should've been 
someone there immediately and 1 don't know why 
there wasn't. hut from what I observed, you know, the 
Army, the Navy did an excellent job to get us out of 
there." 

Eventually, life boats were thrown to the men and 
they climbed to safety. 



Lost crewmen 
'cream of crop' 

By LINDA HALL 
TODAY Staff Writer 

The Air Force's most selective detachment lUst 
some of its best men when a CH-3 helicopter 
crashed in the Atlantic Saturday, the unit's com-
manding officer said Thursday. 

Losing any member of the Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Service would be tough, commander 
Lt. Col. David Hamann said, but "to lose your best 

it hurt." 
Tech. Sgt. Ronald R. Martinez. Staff Sgt. Mark 

R. Judy and Airman 1st Class James A. Ferreira 
were among the five men presumed dead after the 
C1-1-3 "Jolly Green Giant" crash. They were the 

'  "cream of the crop," Hamann said. 
The other two missing crewmwn, Capt. Jan F. 

•  Fuchs and Capt. David K. Schaeffner, also were 
dedicated men, given to saving lives as part of the 
Eastern Test Range safety office, their commander 
said. 

A massive search for the men was called off 
Wednesday night by Air Force and Coast Guard 
officials. 

A memorial service for the men is set for II 
a.m. today at Chapel 1. Patrick Air Force Base. 

The five members of the eight-man crew were 
lost at sea when the helicopter plunged into the 
Atlantic 60 miles east of Cape Canaveral. The crew 
and the USS Frank Cable, which picked up three 
survivors, were participating in the USS Georgia's 
Trident missile launch. 

Pilot 1st Lt. James Os Hearn. 30, of Wisconsin; 
co-pilot. 151 U. Scutt Schafer, '24, of Chicago: and 
Capt. Witham Fitzgerald. 34. of New Hampshire. 
survived. 

The three survivors cannot discuss the crash 
until the Aircraft Safety Investigation Board has 
completed interviews, 1.t. Col_ Jim Moore said. 

The board, which must file a report within :30 
days. asks civilians aboard the Cable with pictures 
or film of the accident to call Moore at 494-5933. 

The rescue -squadron's mission "brings us all 
very close together," Hamann said. so  Martinez. 
Judy and Ferreira are "sorely missed." 

Martinez. 32, a flight engineer from Bear. Del., 
was responsible for giving the helicopter its final 
check before take off, Hamann said. His job, which 
also included responsibility for passengers and 
equipment, required strict scrutiny of detail, and 
Martinez "was the epitome of that." 

"He loved his job and just wanted to excel in 
that," Hamann said. Martinez, with the detachment 
for three years, was "very, very meticulous." 

Martinez trained flight engineers and was the 
type of man who enabled the squad to accumulate 
more than 20,000 hours of accident-free flying. 

Like Martinez, the two pararescue specialists, 
Judy and Ferreira, were dedicated to excellence, 
Hamann said 

As "Pis." they wore the maroon berets of the 
"elite enlisted corps in the Air Force," Hamann 
said. Selected for intelligence and physical capabili-
ty, the men are trained in scuba diving, mountain 
climbing, parajumping and emergency medicine. 

"The tougher it (a rescue mission) got, the 
more they wanted it," Hamann said. 

Judy, 28, of Toledo, Ohio ., "was a leader 
amongst his troops." Hamann said "He was deeply 
loved. He was a warm person, a humorous person." 

"He had several life savings accredited to him 
and that meant everything in the world to him," 

udy's wife, Debbie said. 
"1. just want him to come home," she said. 
"The only thing keeping me going is he used to 

say if he died tomorrow he had no regrets, he lived 
his life to the fullest. He loved the water and that 
was his final resting place." 

Although Ferreira, 25, of Fall River, Mass., was 
young. Hamann already saw the makings of another 
Judy ,  m him. He had a "heart of gold," Hamann 

See CREWMEN, 3R 
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said. "When you asked someone to 
volunteer, his hand was the first 

one up." 
Ferreira had volunteered to 

work with the Patrick Civil Air 
Patrol, a volunteer air rescue 
team. He had "constantly set a 
shining example of physical fitness 
and duty, honor and courage to all 
units." team commander 1st Li 
Don Altpeter said.. "He was more 
than a terrific guy." 

"We have all felt the loss of 

Airman Ferreira, some more than 
others. But those he touched with 
his courage, expertise and interest 
will not soon forget this very spe-

cial man." 

"If he is gone, as the Air 
Force now presumes, he died as 
he lived — doing his duty and 
living up to the Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Service's motto, 'so 

others may live.' " 

The Eastern Test Range safe-
ty office — where Fuchs, 29, of 
Brooklyn; N.Y., and Schaeffner, 
32, of Findley, Minn.. worked — 

was also a tight-knit group, Capt. 
James Ballengee said. 

"Everybody's emotionally in-
volved. It's a hard time right 
now," Ballengee said. 

Fuchs was training Schaeffner 
on his first Trident missile launch, 

Ballengee said. 

The service was Fuchs' life -, 

co-worker Otto Hannemann said. 
He was very proud that he was 

an Air Force officer." 

But after falling in love on a 
blind date arranged by his mother. 

Fuchs was turning his attention to 
his June marriage to Sandy Cohen 

of Titusville. Hannemann said 
"When he was in the office we 

would say 'Why don't you just go 
out and get eloped.' he was such 
pain in the neck," Hannemann 

said. 
Schaeffner, who had only been 

with the office six months, was a 
personable man "you just couldn't 
help but like," Ballengee said. 

"Dave would risk his life to 
save someone else's," Ballengee 
said. "He demanded a lot of him-
'self ." 
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Rescue delay surprised pilot 
By BRYAN MINGLE 

TODAY Wei Writer 

The An- Force pilot who escaped the 
wreckage of the April 7 helicopter crash off 
the coast  of  Cape Canaveral said it "seemed 
like hours" before rescue efforts began. 

In a newly  released  Air Force report 
investigating the crash, pilot  James  0'.Hearn 
said he and two other survivors who 
scrambled from the upside-down surveillance 
craft believed a nearby  Nav ■  submarine 
would not proceed with its scheduled 2:20 a.m. 
Trident missile launch. 

When the missile was indeed ejected from 
the USS Georgia some 400 feet away. "We fell 
like We were riding it. It was very uncomfort-
able because  we  were thinking, '(iod. I hope 
they don't detonate this thing.'  " 

The survivors, in testimony given to Air 
Force investigators, said the launch gave 
them a terrible feeling because it signaled the 
fact no one had started looking for them or 
their five buddies, who were nowhere in sight 

See PILOT, Back Page This Section 

Two cited in copter crash 
By LINDA HALL 

TODAY Staff Writer 

Two Eastern Space and 
Missile Center safety officials 
have been relieved of their 
duties for  not  stopping an April 
7 submarine-based Trident mis-
sile launch  when they did not 
contact  a  downed helicopter, 
Air Force officials said Satur-
day following the release  of  a 

1, report on the tragedy. 
But the 250-page document. 

the final Air Force report on 
the aceident, did not state what 
caused the crash that claimed 
the lives of five servicemen off 
the  Brevard coast. Air Force 
officials refused to say what 
they believe happened. 

One of the three survivors 
said  he thought  mechanical 
problems were responsible for 
the  disaster, according to the 
report, 

Both the range safety offi-
cer, Capt. James E. Ballengee, 
and the surveillance control 
officer, Otto P. Hanneman, 
were relieved from their safety 
duties after the crash :  Patrick 
Air Force Base spokesman Lt 

• Col. James Moore said. 

Ballengee said Saturday he 
followed standard guidelines by 
trying to contact the helicopter 
and (hen referred the problem 
to the support vessel, the USS 
Frank Cable. He added that 
being relieved of duty is stan-
dard procedure after a crash. 

Hanneman said the report 
was wrong, adding that he did 
make contact the helicopter. 

The Mr Fol ce helicopter 
dropped from an altitude of 200 
feet into the ocean in five sec-
onds while trying to identify the 
LISS Georgia submarine, which 
was about to launch the  .  mis-
sile, the report said. 

The Air Force collateral 
board report details the final 
moments of the 2:02 a.m. CH-3 
"Jolly  Green Giant" helicopter 
crash in interviews with  the 
three survivors and Eastern 
Space and Missile Center offi-
cials responsible for safety. 

The Air .Force safety offi-
cers failed to attempt to con-
tact  the  aircraft minutes before 
the launch as required by regu- 
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