Excerpted from Friday March 10t 1967t AIR FORCE NEWS
Story about A1C William “Bill” Flower’s 37™ ARRS DaNang AB RVN

DANANG - "The most rewarding job anyone could have," is the way A1C William J.
Flowers describes his work. The 22-year-old native of Milwaukee is well qualified to make such a
statement. Of the 28 persons he has rescued in two tours here, 19 were picked up in a recent
seven-day period.

Assigned to the 38" Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron’s Detachment 7, the
young airman is o Pararescue Technician on an HH-3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The first of
the recent rescues in which he was involved took place on January 11 when six U. S. Navy
personnel were from a powerless barge in choppy seas 12 miles south of here.

When we got them aboard, however, all the sailors were in good shape except for being
wet and cold" he continued. The next rescue came four days later when Airman Flowers picked
up nine U. S. servicemen in the span of about one hour. At 5:50 p. m., two Jolly Green Giants
were returning to Da Nang when one was forced to crash land due to mechanical difficulties in
the Da Nang Bay some 10-miles north of the base. The second helicopter, with Airman Flowers
aboard, went to the scene and made the pickup.

The second rescue of the day of the day came at 6:55 p.m. when an emergency call was
received from a U.S. Navy tug with five persons aboard that had run aground in DaNang Bay.
The pickup was accomplished withing 30-minutes after the helicopter reached the scene.

On January 17, Airman Flowers was aboard a U.S. Marine Corps CH-47 Chinook
helicopter as a volunteer crewman when they received a call to pick up four U.S. Army aviators
from a downed UH-1E helicopter which had crashed three miles from Quang Tri. “It was a
relatively simple mission said Airman Flowers. The downed crew was shook up a little and pretty
excited but in good shape,” he concluded.

Reflecting on his most memorable rescue operation which came during his first tour
here, Airman Flowers said, “Our sister ship had been shot down by enemy fire and | was lowered
to the ground to give aid to the crew. After receiving medical attention they were taken aboard
the chopper, he continued, and flown to the nearest base for medical attention. Due to weight
limitations, Airman Flowers was left behind. | didn’t know that | was going to be left, he said,
and was surprised when the helicopter took off without me. | had now way to contact them as
my radio was not working and | felt a little excited and apprehensive as | knew there were
enemy forces in the area. But | knew they would come back and get me. His confidence was
confirmed when the helicopter returned in about an hour to pick him up.”

Airman Flowers first tour in Viet Nam was also at DaNang where he was a Pararescue
Technician aboard HH-43 Huskie helicopters. He departed here in 1965 and served a year at
Prestwick Airport, Scotland, before volunteering to return.



When asked why he volunteered, Airman Flowers said, | never really gave it much
thought. | heard they were looking for volunteers and it seemed like the right thing to do —so |
volunteered.” Airman Flowers has been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star
and the Air Meal with 11 oak leaf clusters.
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PARARESCUE TECHNICIAN — AlC William [. Flowers of Milwau-
kee poses in front of @ HH-3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter, Airmon
Flowers, who is amsigned to the 38th Aerospace Rescme and Recovery
Sguadren's Detachment 7, participated in the rescue of [9 persons in a
seven—day perted recently. ;
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‘Most Rewarding Job’
Claims Pararescueman
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M porsons e has resened in
twa lours here, L aere picked
ap in a recent seves-iday pertod.
Asrigned io fhe 3Hih Asrospoce
Radcue and Becovery Squadros’s
Detachmant 7, the young aifmon
i o pararescue hechricion anao
HH-3E Jally Gresn Giont beli-
copher.
Thi Tiret of the recenl rescucs
in which be was iowlved ook
place on Jap, 11 when six L. S,
Mavy personnel were pleked-wp |
from o powerless hange in
chappy sess 12 mibes south of
BinFn.
*hen we gol them aboord,
however, all the sailors  were
in gnoil shape except for being
wiel and ecold,” he continued.
The mESl resCes COME  owr
days lober whan Alrman Flowars

picked up nine U. 5, servicemen

fn the span of obout one hour.

AL 6:50 p.m, twa Jolly
Green Glants were relurning 2o
D Mang when one was forced
L ersals land due to mechani-
cald dillculiies in The T Bong
Ber some 10 miles marth of the
buso,  The pecond  woeticopber,
with Alrman Flowers aboand,
wenl to the weese snd  mode
the pickap.

The seeond rescue of U day
came al §: 66 p. m. when &n
smergency  call was  peceivad
Trom a Ul 5. Mavy tug with Tive
persons aboned that hed o
agroumd in DaNang Bay. The
plekop was  accomplished wi-
thin 20 misules after the heli
coplor reacled U scene,

Oin Jon, 17, Alrman Flosers was
abhaord o U. 5 Morise Carps
TH-A7 Chiscek halicapier as o
waluntaer orewman  when they
U 5 Army avictors fram a .
ned UM-1E helicoprer which had
F;Tlhd thrae iy from ﬁ.ﬂ”

I wes g rﬁhliwi_r smple
inlssion,” said Airman Flowers.

L |

FeRCinG

T

FEcckving  modbool  wi-

Ll
T il

g7 “PEE

Dise to welght Bmitetions, Alr
mon Flawsrs wos el akingd,

W1 dida"t knew | was galng 1o
be Beft,” he said, *and waa

[ had me way 1o conlact
them as my radis wis ool he
conlinued, “amd 1 Feit-n |ite

excited and appecheasive s 1

theee wers enemy farces

in Illlr':h l.".l knew LH_]-'
waall come bhock and get me.

His eanfidesce w=was confirmed

whaen ihe helicnpter returnad in
about o hewur te pick him op.

Alpmun Flowers' [lrst  dour in

Vieloam was ke a1 Da Nang

where he was & paranescig
téchnicion  abeaurd sn HH-43
Huskie helicopler, He departed
here in 1965 amed servil & year
st Prestwick Alrport, Sootlamd,
belore voluntesring to relurn.

When  askod why he volui-
teered, Airmon Flowers said,
*] never really gove It much
tonght. [ heanl ihey wers
looking for wvolunieers and it
spemsed [ike The right thing o
dn — =6 [ volumteerod.”

Atrmon Flawers  has  |sben
gworded * the  Delstinguished
Flyiag Cross, ihe Hronoe Star
and the Alr Medsl =iih 11 oak
beaf clusiers.




