
Brief Description of Accident 

HC-130, 65-990, from the 31st Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 

Squadron was on a low level search mission when it crashed into 

the ocean at coordinates 21 deg 39 min North and 122 deg 08.5 min 

East (see attached map). Time of crash was estimated to be 

0345Z (1145H) 5 February 1969. The aircraft struck the water, 

caught fire, and sank rapidly, There were thirteen fatalities and 

one survivor. 



SATAN 

ISLANDS 	330 

Solon Wend 



14. 011•11AMIMAT1001 AND - 

YAM* COMMAND 
ail Yea/ft colliarj 

.7 ■ 

OAT XDOPITAL 

134 A? STIO 

aff. DM,/ Wale 

4 Ihe 
ft. vs5 lasil 

nemaaas mama or mum iiiniimaaaamo. 

esea. 
..• 

HI MEM relleeeweL MeV en MOMS MIMS MAW. deet-elise. 
Jeep ve iet Peeevereee eV Tea ulefeles ease eV Ne.Vealef 
menet emelt velVedepeft 'nee Defy. 

teeelemenew ene Leeellee Or Notesellereele 

• DIPARmENT OF ME AIR roam 

31igut3 (MAC) 
APO 96274 

  

  

AF OP 615 mamma esaao a. an. paw tau. ma ,  

 

FUGHT ORDER 
maw. woos la meted, analaaa ea *wows  kliselitTleg Mao bykosibbir) 

I. ORVW WINIONIS LIMNS IMILOW TILL Mecum eleaurr OW. 
VAMP &PO MOON COOPLITION OP 1.1.141W WILL VIRTUOUS TO PROM! 
STATIONS. 

a. MOM Oboe OAS vet edgleasy 

Clark AS Phil 
O. INOWORI 

A4U  

5 Fab 69 	1- 
I artaarea,eit . IPPINITIlft ON ON MOUT 

===="00001. Teaato. 

Begone Alert Scriabla' 

Clark AB, Phil • 

7. calif M. I. TARA-OVI 
TUSK 

O. •UNATION 
O rusayr 

IS. IISCUSITT VLSAOASICS 
POE PIRMOO OP, 
Meer eine  

II. SPECIAL INSTINNOVIONS 

CAPT 
TS 
1/12 

 TS 
CAPT 
TS 
SS2T 
a 
TROT 

San 

TS:IT 
3 
MOT 
a 
MGT 

S 
Waft 
3 
DOGT 
S 
1X3T 
3 
CAPT 

mania aolloa) 

POSITION 

• 

CP 

NAY 

BO 

zit 
is 
as 
ACM 

ACK 

ACX 

ACM 

Ie. 	 NAME 

(fast ibut, NM% Weal. AIM 
frogoommfor of seen* by 

pleedie eafolifit mat I* ssam.) 

+MAL MIAS J 
11171601 
WARD, liAL X 
153175451 
WIIIT1110, JONATHAN B 
FV3121061 
BOURNS, USDA= IR 
A133549073 
CHOW, GAS! D 
A727543977 
ISMIZRAFT, THOWS 
An.453olo6 
ST PETER, RICHARD a 
021627736 
3TR3UD CARLTON X 
A714625828 
XXIXDL, PAUL 41 
A117419099 
PULPS, JAMS 

290 
MULLIN 1! 

535149 
StAinza  

DAT, 
An.7667474 
HOWL, Jag 

$ 

IllaUXD X LAD00, Lt ci 
Operations Oftiair • 

*we. eaffeareso 



',/ 	 USAF ACC1C :NT/ INCIDENT REPORT 	
. 

pal in all toot. ANalt<ably 	fr ablittarral tea* it needed, ate additional sttentD/ / 

1 	DATT OF OCCGFIENCE (Teat, montls and day, 

1969, Feb 5, Wednesday 
(.. 	T...- ,̀. 	:::" 	..::' 	- 

2 	VEHICLUSVFAATEITIEL INvOlVED 
P.N.S A 5•1,04 H,, 4 opoolkabiN 

HC-130H, SN 65 :09.0,.-- 	-, 
l' 

3. FOR CROWD ACCIDOETS itik„, :e 
eo.• ca. .i.d ',No *14 1kf 

: 	 ,. 

1.• 	ig,„,-.0 
4 PLACE or OCcuEEEEECE, STATE. COUEITT, DISTANCE AND omcrioN FROM NEAREST TOWN: np....: ;.. 

BASE. IDENTIFY 	IF Off BASE GIVE DISTANCE FROM NEAREST RASE 	4 	?„ i,,  „i -i . 	• 	•,' 

Open Sea, coordinates 21-39N 12Z-08.5E riyEr'1\ 
— 

. 	OUR AND TIME 	IOcAL 
• .e.  

1145H 
i— 

& 	•• 	 .-  - ikt DO 	 141, 	. :.::,„c  

C:1DAr4 	1:1490/4 
7. ORGANIZATION POSSESSING OWNING VEHICLE 

Melo, Cemtneod 	Sobconmond et AP..  

MAC 	1 ARRS t\ c1;,.,:••: 

OR MAUMEE AT TIME OF MISHAP 
\ 	A. Division Wing 

Pac:A RRC 

	

. 	 4^ 

	

1 AMIS .  - 	• 
IAC't --.„... 

B. (lb orponiaboro el /band Abair, !I Aar &Ow /re• IAN 7 fj -  

9. RASE AND COMMAND UNWITTING REPORT Ma aot AbbAttak) 	 : . ..! 	 :•:!:, 

t 

Clark AB, Republic of the Philippines, Military Airlift Comrnand .  
.. 

10. LIST OF PERSONNEL DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
pot oircraft intligh emote.. and 011 ether pen.. iiitntther In pItme or not. 	II mote wont It requirod to livt off peatemett. ma •eide1t,4410,1.) ?... 

Lost Nemo 	 Fint Nome 	 MI Cited. Senrit* No, 4 	Attigned Doty • 

ji  

Az 
f 

G ray 	o f 	Gilt IL 	J 	Ca tL FR71601 • ejs Cmdr, Sr 'llit. ....,:c3 ,‹ 
Ward ‘.• r 	Hal 	M 	1 Lt 3175451 O.. -..•. 

Wh't 	o 	• t  . h• 5 	• 	 ,  e  t,  

1:19urne 	I O 	Theodore 	H 	SSgtA • 13549073 Radio. Op , .' one:4:- 
• , 

-X1, '•• ."7. 

  pi 
Ashcraft 	1 ,-3 	Thomas 	' 	SSgt 4145 0 0 . 

21627 3 
• • 	V L 	dMitti• 

LoadiViatr•:•MEIMfinnt, 
No e.- 

aba 

4 . 
IIWW. 

IMMEMiltral 
ratiMe;-IMiltiN''' 

	

. 	••4:.V 
_•,: .:.'1' 

	

- 	 -.::.*, 	:.:; 
. 	'  

' 
4 

St Peter '•I Li ..  Richard 	0 	Ts t 
. 	. 	• 	'4,‘ 	 • • 

Reindl 	ck ,-.; 	Paul 	J 	SS t/i 1741 '0* ' 
• • 	II 

• • 

ririffiff..M 
Z 
. 	1/41 

•-rritliffM, 
Phelps 1 to 	.Tames 	 ; 	. 

it 

	

..__Br.g...hyllii.j12___Lislits_t_ 	E 	••'..SSgt...1.66373 
Pay 	(4 t 	Michael 	D 	Sgt / 17.6.6 

:Crtgliallingagfrigralat 
Wen 

111/ 
.. 	...1.-- 

-`   _acmes. qi..______Iallis. 	; Ca ptptER.311,..7  
.. 

1 

 I I. NARRATIVE oescmrnos or AcaoeNt, cu.. • owal.1 Igoe.) ,  of Rot... .h....0••1•• ■ ..k. •I h.,. •ad tirteR4/6.tei I...NO M ,h. . 4sI.p otipp1Jc I.,:: . ...., ^ " (- 
investlaateee end ano/ysis to MOW. digestion el oll cam (octets litotd, fIndiners, and i•Marno•INIdetions, end arty traNbAll Alien IONA (reigtailil ittgly4itkItarriec* 

A. HISTORY OF FLIGHT: 

(1) 	On 4 Feb 1969, the 13th Joint Rescue Control Center t01rk. t •-, - 	•...-.....'0 R. P. received a report that a Japanese vessel had capsized and 	 twot 	tta 
• ZZ degrees North arid 122 degrees 30 minutes taat.• The...51at AaTospaia ice 

and Recovery Squadron (ARRS), Clark AB, R. P. was tasked by7 . 
HC - 130 aircraft to support the search and recovery (SAR) effort iON . the- '. •*pause 
ship. 	An HC-I30 (AD' Rescue 14 860) was lauriched at 00241ito alta‘iiiip` ti:40:14. . 	. 
commandor duties in the search area. 	Six; survivors of the ehtp,41404. 	 040 	i. 
dtt 7' i n g the night and the main objective of subsequent SAR was to 	a1t ) bz t:. 
remaining 17 missing crewmen and to coordinate surfaCe.ye;:iael':tke' 
surface vessels had been directed to assist in the recovery effort41:417. • 	been in 
the vicinity of the sunken ship throughout the night and morning ori#hei...1  
31 A RRS scheduled the on-coming alert crew to man MC-130 (AF 'a-0 	. , 	c.):   
replace the on-scene command aircraft, AF Rescue 14860. 	.1tdditi#. '-  : .,: 	v . 	_ 	 , , 
added to 50990 and four additional crew members (ACM) were aSeiiin 	, 	e 
to assist in scanning duties, 	The crew was briefed on the detail's :4-1,1t.tiitlyrag ;•'".•*• 6'..4••'''''''" •' 
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mission by Capt Hover, 13 JRCC controller, who accompanied the Crew .ka an. 
ACM on the flight. Capt Giles J. Gray, Rescue Crew Commander (RCM 0.f : AF: 

 Rescue 50990, completed the aircraft crew briefing. AF Rescue 509 	pared 
Clark AB at. 0910H, 5 Feb and proceeded to the search area. The flight-plan 
(TAB R) was from Clark AB via. T-20 to Poro Point radio beacon, B-91 to 
Gurnet, Dire.t 22N 122 30E ad return to Clara, with flight level 210 requested. 
The flight wan filed !FR to 22N 122-30E and then VFR to search within a. 60 NW 
radius. A:titude reserva::ons for th'..s flight were on file with the Southeast 
Asia Military Air Route Facility ;SEMARF:. The flight was cleared and fieW • 
from Clark AB to Poro Point RB via T-20, then via B-91 to LattagRB,•1:1•;62 - 

 to Gurnet, direct to 22N 122-30E, maintaining flight level 210 eraroute to the 
search area. 

es 2) The aircraft descended in the search area and reported to 13 JRCC 
that thel were on scene at. 1045H, assuming on-scene command and beginnin,g 
a search pattern at 500 ft altitude. 	 .An AF 
was searching at 300 ft and a Chinese AF C-46 was at 1,000 to 1,500 .A: 
1111111111111111baResslue 50990 advised these aircraft that he wa-a otatiberie 

Ommander and that. he would remain a.t•500 ft for the time being ., A tiloi,.- 
 P3V iFine Arts-30) arrived and was assigned art adjoining search area: 

Approxima.tely 20 minutes alter starting the initial search, a sighting...WAS made 
. .;ef what appeared to be a life raft. 	 After se.yeral.pat4eii . 

ovcr the object, the original search pattern was continued. At 
Rescue 990 reported sighting debris at position 21-50N 122-10E.,. and 
informed 1 JRCC the,,i were beginnIng an eicpariding square sear:11110 .04*m 
at 300 ft using INM track spacing. 	 At this tithe., Re4'0'.0-1. -  
50990 assigned the CAF C -46 1., 000 Wsearch altitude, instructed Fitte:?A*te•-.4.0: : 

 and Waif-07 to fly at 500 ft sear.5:11 altitude, and informed all three aireraft 
that. they would remair at 3) to 100 ft during their expanding Square •tt:earbli • 
pattern. 	 Su:13.C° ships n the area reported seeing AF 
Rescue 50 90 flying at slow airspeed ;  banking, and observed:AO Reactie 
50990 to be at a lower altitude than the other aircraft in the search:: sio 
1111111. At 1130H, AF Rescue 50990 reported operationan021114 .1:*0'. 

R CC for all aircraft supporting the search. 011111.111116 API*04*.iit0'4e• 
iifteen minutes later, while AF Rescue 50990 was flliing in a Wings lortijei ,.. 
attitude earching at low altitude, the aircraft struck the surface. Of.Iffit40,a,titir:4.. 



(4) The air.i-rait had crashed at sea, at position 21-39N 322-08.5 E, at 
approximately i145H. 	 At 1147H, Fine Arts -30 
sighted black smoke on the water. 	 Fine Arts-30 attertip.ted 
contazt with AF Rescue 50990, but received no reply. Waif-07 was contacted . 

 and asked if they had seen the fire or was in contact with AF Rescue 50990. 
Waif-07 reported they were not in .:.-ontact with the Rescue aircraft and did not 
see the tire, but were receiving a loud beeper signal on UHF Guard channel. 
Fine Arts-30 proceeded to the lOcaticn of the black smoke and saw what - 
appeared to be the superstructure of a ship. A s Fine Arts-30 circled Over 
the scene the smoke had dissipated and floatation gear Was seen in the : water. 

At 11.50H, Fine Arts -30 was able to further identify the-
wreckage as beinran aircraft wing or wing section and the rep ortiwas.radioed 
to 13 JRCC that AF Rescue .50990 was clown in th.e.water. . 
An immediate searcTh'Of -the:crash site by Fine Arts-30 an Walf411.fottit.-41,that.- 
enly one crewmember was *Lave and had survived the crash. 
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